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NEW MEASURES. 


Mr. Editor,—I have lately attended upon some 
of the exercises of a protracted meeting, which 
was under the direction and labours of the Rev. 
Mr. Burchard, who came from the State of New 
York last fall, and who has since been labouring 
in the east part of Vermont, and some in New 
Hampshire. ‘Thinking that you, and perhaps 
some of your readers, might like to have some 
information respecting this evangelist, as he 
often calls himself, I take my pen to give you a 
sketch, chiefly in extracts from notes which I 
took when hearing him. I had been credibly 
told just before, that he was certainly orthodox, 


BY MISS REED. 
Extracts. 


ISRAEI’S GLORY. 


Our readers will find in the following commv- 
nicatiou the outline in part, of the Rev. Jonathan 
Winchester’s theory respecting the Restoration 
of the Jews. This article is preliminary and 
will be followed by others which will develope 
his views more fully. We do not pretend to 
vouch for the correctness of the scheme, espe- 
cially as we are but imperfectly acquainted with 
it; but our opinion will be given, when Mr. 
Winchester has completed the outline, which he 


“WHEN GOD THE MIGHTY MAKER ‘DIED.” 
By the Christian Intelligencer of March 14th, 
I perceive that the Churchman and Philadel- 
phian have noticed one of my allegations against 
the New School. They seem to agree that the 
couplet, 
“ When Christ the mighty Saviour died 
For man the rebel’s sin.” | 
“Is as judicious, and more consistent with a 
pure theology, than the original words” of 
Watts— 
“ When God the mighty Maker died 
For man the creature’s sin.” 


superior then gave me my choice, either to re- 
main at Mount Benedict, or go to some other 
order, and by the next week to make up my mind, 
as it remained with me to decide. She then gave 
me a heavy penance to perform, which was, in- 
stead of going to the choir, as usual, at the ring- 
ing of the be}l, to go to the mangle room and tre- 
peat ** Ave Marias” while turning the mangle. 
While performing my penance sister Martha left 
the room, and soon returning, said she had orders. 
to releage me from my penance, and directed me 
to finish my meditations on the picture of a saint, 
which she gave me. But instead of saying the 
prayers that I was bidden, J fervently prayed to 


& MARTIEN, 


No, S/ GEORGE STREET, After this the superior was sick of the influ- 

| PHILADELPHIA. did not see her for or days. 

attended to my offices as usual, such as pre- 
the wine and water,: the chalice, host, 

! oly water, and vestments, &c. One day, how- 

ever, I had forgotten to attend to this duty at 
the appointed hour, but recollecting it, and fear- 
ing lest I should offend the superior by reason of 
negligence, I asked permission to leave the room, 
telling a novice that our mother had given me per- 
mission to attend to it; she answered, *O yes, 
and Communi- | sister, you can go then.” I went immediately to 
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THE BIBLE. 


We have been much interested in the perusal 
of an animated and eloquent address deliver- 
ed before the Bible Society of the Univer- 


sity of Virginia, in March last, by Henry L.. 


Pinckney, Esq., member of Congress from South 


Carolina. While we believe that the word of 


God depends not for its high character, upon the 
sanction of illustrious names, it is nevertheless 
pleasing to hear its commendation from the lips 
of men of cultivated intellect and political emi- 
nence. Such testimony may at least put to the 
blush, the ignorant herd of sceptics, who make 
it their impious pastime, to contemn and travesty 
the word of God. 


We subjoin an extract from the address. 


“And now, my friends, what are our future 
prospects? And what motives have we to re- 
newed exertions in this noble woik? To these 
inquiries, your own hearts have already given 
the response. We have every thing to encour- 
age, and nothing to deter us. ‘The victories that 
have already been achieved, glorious as they are, 
are but harbingers of the still greater trlumphs 
that await us. Prophecy foretold that Messiah 
should be ‘the desire of nations,’ and the pre- 
diction is fulfilled in the remarkable anxiety of 
nations to become acquainted with his Gospel. 
Where is the arrival that does not bring us 
‘glad tidings of great joy,’ in reference to its 
progress among the heathen? Where the breeze 
that does not waft to our ears the prayers and 


_ praises of regenerated souls? Where the mes- 


senger that does. not tell us of some new con- 
guest of the cross—some new Pentecostal effu- 
sion of the Holy Spirit—and that more works 
and more labourers are wanted—and that the 
people every where are much more willing to re- 
ceive the Word, than we are able to supply it? 
Evidently the Spirit of God is abroad upon the 
earth. He who inspires us to pray for the con- 
version of the world, has opened the hearts of 
the heathen to the impression of his truth, and 
made them ‘willing in the day of his power.’ 
A general and unprecedented agitation pervades 
the nations—and as the army of Joshua went 
forth, at the supernatural rustling of the tree, to 
conquer the enemies of Israel, so should the 
Church redouble: its exertions now that all the 
elements of universal regeneration are at work. 
Leok where you-will, and you behold the most 


id. 
ieaiarendion Church are authorised to act a 


| in two or‘three days. 


the chapel, and was arranging the things for mass, 
which was to take place the next day. While 


| busily employed I heard the adjoining door open, 


and the bishop’s voice distinctly. Being con- 
scious that I was there at the wrong hour, I kept 
as still as possible, lest I‘should be discovered.— 
While in this room I overheard the following con- 
versation between the bishop and the superior. 
The bishop, after taking snuff in his usnal man- 
ner, began by saying, ** Well, well, what does 
Agnes say ? how does she appear?” I heard dis- 
tinctly from the superior in reply, that, ** Accord- 
ing to all appearances, she is either possessed of 
insensilnlity or great command.” ‘The bishop 
walked about the room, seeming much displeased 
with the superior, and cast many severe and im- 
proper feflections on Mary Francis, who, it was 
known, had influenced me; all which his lordship 
will well remember. He then told the superior 
that the establishment was in its infancy, and that 
it would not do to have such reports go abroad as 
these persons would carry; that Agnes must be 
taken care of, that they had better send her to 
Canada, and that a carriage would, cross the line 
He added by way of repe- 
tition, that it would not do for Protestants to get 
hold of these things and make another * fuss.” 
He then gave the superior instructions how to 
entice me into the carriage, and they soon both 
left the room and I heard no more. 

The reader may well judge of my feelings at 
this moment; a young and inexperienced female, 
shat out from the world and entirely beyond the 
reach of friends; threatened with a speedy trans- 
portation to another country, and involuntary con- 
finement for life, with no power to resist the im- 
mediate fulfilment of the startling conspiracy I 
had overheard. Jt was with much difficulty that 
I controlled my feelings, but aware of the impor- 
tance of not betraying any knowledge of what had 
taken place, I succeeded\in returning to the re- 
fectory unsuspected. 1 now became firmly im- 
pressed that unless I could contrive to break 
away from the convent soon, it would be for ever 
too late; and that every day I remained rendered 
my escape more difficult. | 
Then next day I went to auricular confession, 
not without trembling and fear lest I should betray 
myself. But having committed my case to God, 
I went somewhat relieved in my feelings. Ata 
es confession I had refused to go to Canada, 

ut at this time, in reply to the bishop’s inquiry, 
I answered that I would consider the subject, for 
I thought it wrong to evince any want of fortitude, 
especially when I had so much need of it. J did 
not alter my course of conduct, fearing that if I 
appeared perfectly contented, I should be suspect- 
ed of an intention to escape. 
It was my turn during that week to officiate in 
the offices. While reading, I felt something rise 
in my throat, which two or three times I tried to 


experienced.* 


be delivered from-their wicked hands. 


- They appeared much pleased with my supposed 
reformation, and | think they believed me sincere. 


reading; that is, made no signal for me to stop, 
until the diet was over, when a plate of apple 


from the superior’s table, and the signal given 
for me to lay down my book and eat them.t J 


my abstaining from the remainder self-denial io 
me, and not suspect me of discontent or disobe- 
dience. I performed all my penances with ap- 
parent cheerfulness. 


The Bishop visited the convent on the next holy 
day, and on their remarking that he had been ab- 
sent some time, he made many excuses; one of 
which was, he had been engaged in collecting 


charity,’ where the **community”’ once lived ; 
and he spoke of the happiness of the life of a 
‘‘religieuse”’ of this order. After he played on 
the piano, ** Away with melancholy,” the supe- 
rior asked me to play, and the Bishop said, * By 
all means.”? I complied, but my voice faltered 
through fear, when Miss Mary Benedict apolo- 
gised for me, by saying I had not practised much 
lately, on account of the mother assistant’s en- 
gagements, and the young ladies occupying all 
the instroments. She showed the bishop a robe 
which I had busy in working for him. He said 
I must not on any account neglect my music. 
After telling one of his stories about a monk who 
had disobeyed the rules of his order unti! Satan 
took possession of him, he left us, saying, he 
hoped ‘old scratch’? would not take possession 
of our hearts as he did of that monk’s. and hoped 
that we should never have another Judas in the 
commnnity. 

Some days after the conversation: which I 
heard between the Bishop and Superior, while 
behind the altar, I was in the refectory at my 
work, and heard the noise of the porters, who 
were employed sawing wood, and I conjectured 
the gate might be open for them. I thought it a 
good opportunity to escape, which I contem- 
plated doing in this manner, viz. to ask permis- 
sion to leave the room, and as J passed the entry, 
to secrete about my habit a hood which hung 
there, that would help to conceal part of my 
garb from particular observation; then to feign 
an errand to the infirmarian from the Superior, 
as I imagined I could escape from the door of 
the poston & This plan formed, and just as I 
was going, I heard a band of music playing, as 
jit seemed, in front of the Convent. T heard the 
young ladies assembling in the parlour, and the 
porters Jeft their work, as I supposed, for the 
noise of the saws ceased. I felt quite revived, 
and was more confident I should be able to es- 


inviting fields, and the most cheering and auspi-| ewallow, but still it remained. I felt alarmed, | cape without detectionyeven should it be neces- 
cious signs. This is, beyond all precedent, the | jt being what I never before had 


sary to get over the fénce.’ 1 feigned an erfand, 


age of inquiry, and reformation, and improve-| At recreation I was asked what ailed me. and re-| and asked permission of Miss Mary Austin to 


ment. Antiquity is no longer the shield of error. | plied that J could not tell; but I described my |leave the room,t which she granted. 


Nothing can now stand, either in politics or reli-| feelings and was told I was vaporish. 


gion, except upon the basis of its own utility 


They were very desirous that week to know ife 


and truth. The unnatural union between Church | my feelings were changed. I said they were, and 
and State, has been dissolved in France, and | endeavoured to make it appear to them that Satan 


that gallant nation, our ancient friend and ally, 
has not only made a decided approximation to 
overnment, but now 
offers a most beautiful field for the philanthropic 
efforts of Christian America. The Inquisition 
has been abolished in Spain, and that vile en- 
gine of religious despotism no longer disgraces 
this enlightened age. Commercial intercourse, 
moreover, is daily extending, not only amongst 
Christian nations, but amongst the Christian and 
other portions of the globe; and the spirit of 
commerce is the handmaid of religion. The 

tinciples of Protestantism. are spreading rapidly 
in France. The emancipation of Greece has 
opened her classic soil to the reception of the 
Bible. China is no Jonger locked up by a 
brazen wall, nor are her perishing multitudes 
averse to the voice of wisdom. Idolatry is 
every where giving way, and the ministers of 
pollution are becoming priests and votaries of 
the living God. Let us then go on with re- 
doubled ardour. The Protestant Bible Society in 
Paris, and the British and Foreign Bible Society 
in England, co-operate with the American in this 
noble work—and they constitute the lever that 
will move the world. Yes, my friends, the 
cause in which we are engaged is the cause of 
God, and it must succeed. Divine goodness has 
inspired, divine wisdom guides, and Almighty 
power will sustain it. ‘The Bible wi// be carried 
throughout the habitable globe. Nor deserts— 
nor oceans—nor Alpine solitudes, nor Hima- 
Jayan heights—will obstruct its progress. It 
will go, through polar ice and equatorial heat, 
wherever a soul may possibly be saved. And as 
it goes, it will go on victorious, like the sword 
of the Lord and of Gideon, carrying every thing 
before it. Error and delusion will vanish as the 
mists of morning before the rising splendour of 
the sun. The powers of darkness will recede, 
like spectres, before the bursting of ‘the day- 
spring from on high.”” False gods and their 
altars will fall together in the dust. The follow- 
ers of Confucius and Zoroaster will ‘‘take up their 
cross, and follow Christ.” The wandering Arab 


-. will sitand sing at Messiah’s feet, and the deluded 


disciples of Mahomet, instead of going in pain- 
ful pilgrimage to Mecca, will turn their penitent 
eyes to Calvary. The dark places of the earth 
will be enlightened, and the * habitations of 
cruelty”’ will become the abodes of love. Rivers 
will no longer roll with human blood, nor sacrificial 
fires be fed with human victims. Mothers will 


‘no longer destroy their innocent children, nor 


aged parents be immolated by their inhuman off- 
epring. Marriage will be instituted in places 
where it is now unknown, and savage practices 
be ord pa by the virtuous institutions of the 
Gospel. The cannibal of New Zealand will be 
humanized, and the Caffre and the Hottentot 
“clothed, and in their right minds.’’ The des- 
cendants of Abraham will be gathered from the 
four quarters of the earth; Jerusalem will arise 
and shine; and the dejected Jordan roll his 
stream with joy. Barren climes will teem with 
life, and dreary deserts **blossom as the rose.” 
Streams of salvation will run down the hills, and 
fertilize the plains. The Saviour himself will 
wide forth in the chariot of the everlasting 
Gospel, ** conquering and to conquer.” Nations 
will fall down before him, and mountains melt at 
his approach. And thus nation after nation will 


‘be converted, and empire upon empire conquered, | 


and Christianity spread from clime to clime, and 
from pole to pole, until the final arrival of that 
blessed day, when the knowledge of the Lord 
shall literally ‘* cover the earth, as the waters do 
the great deep’’—when there shall be but one 
people, and one God—when the millennial day 
shall burst upon the earth, like a flood of glo 
from on high—when the trump of Jubilee shail 
sound—and countless millions of the redeemed 


shall exclaim with raptare, ‘ Hallelujah, the 


Lord God omnipotent reigneth.” 


had left me. But in reality I feared I should 

never escape from them, though I had determined 

to do so the first opportunity. 

I was in the habit of talking in my sleep, and 

had often awoke and found the religieuse kneel- 

ing around my couch, and I was told they were 

praying for me. Fearing lest I should let fall 

some word or words which would betray me, I 

tied a handkerchief around my face, determining 

if observed to give the appearance of having the 

teeth ache, and so avoid detection. For some 

ays I was not well, and my mind, as may natu- 

rally be supposed, sympathized with my body, 

and many things occurred that were unpleasant, 

which I shall pass unnojiced. 

But what I have now to relate is of importance. 

A few days after, while at my needle in the re- 

fectory. I heard a carriage drive to the door of the 

convent, and heard a person step into the supe- 

rior’s room. Immediately the Superior passed 

lightly along the passage which led to the back 

entry, where the men servants or porters were 

employed, and reprimanded them Ina loud tone 

for something they were doing. She then opened 

the door of the refectory, and seemed indifferent 

about entering, but at length seated herself be- 

side me, and began conversation by saying, 

‘s Well, my dear girl, what do you think of going 

to see your friends ?’’ I said, What friends, 

Mamere?”? She said, ** You would like to see 

your friends, Mrs. G. and father B., and talk to 

them respecting your call toanother order.” Be- 

fore I had time to answer she commenced taking 

off my garb, telling me she was in haste, and 

that a carriage was in waiting to convey me to my 

friends. I answered with as cheerful a counte- 

nance as I could assume, **O Mamere, I am 

sorry to give you so much trouble; I had rather 
see them here first.—While we were conversing 
I heard a little bell ring several times. The Su- 
perior said, ** Well, my dear, make up your 
mind; the bell calls me to the parlour.”” She 
soon returned. and asked if I had made up my 
mind to go. I answered, ** No, Mamere.”’ She 
then said I had failed in obedience to her, and as 
I had so often talked of going to another order 
with such a person as Mary Francis, I had better 
go immediately ; and again she said, raising her 
voice, ** You have failed in your respect to your 
superior; you must recollect that I am a lady of 
quality, brought up in opulence, and accustomed 

to all the luxuries of life.’ I told her that I was 
sorry to have listened to any thing wrong against 
her dignity. She commanded me to kneel, which 

I did—and if ever tears were a relief to me they 
were then. She stamped upon the floor violently, 
and asked if I was innocent, why I did not go to 
communion. J told her I felt unworthy to go to 
communion at that,time.* The bell again rang, 
and she left the room, and in a few moments re- 
turning desired me tell her immediately what I 
thought of doing, for as she had promised to pro- 
tect me for ever she must know my mind. She 
then mentioned that the carriage was still in 
waiting. I still declined going, for I was con- 
vinced that their object was not to carry me to 
Mrs. G. and priest B. to consult about another 
order, but directly to Canada. I told her I had 
concluded to ask my confessor’s advice, and me- 
ditate upon it some time longer. She rather em- 
phatically said, ‘you can meditate upon it if you 
please, and do as you like about going to see your 
friends.”? She said my sister had been there, 
and did not wish to see me. Our conversation 


* TI have since named the circumstances to a physi- 
cian, who says it was fear alone. 

+t My eyes were opened, I found myself in an er. 
ror, and I had been too enthusiastic in my first 


TY | views of a Convent life. I was discontented with my 


situation, and was using some deception toward the 
Superior and the religicuse, in order to effect an es- 
cape; therefore I did not feel worthy to attend com- 
munion, 


I suc- 
ceeded in secreting the hood, and the book in 
which Miss Mary Francis had left her address, 
and then knocked at the door three times which 
led to the lay apartments. A person came to the 
door who appeared in great distress.§ 


I asked her where sister Bennet and sister 
Bernard were. She left me to find them. I 
gave the infirmarian to understand that the Supe- 
rior wished to see her, and desired her to go im- 
mediately to her room. ‘These gone, I unlocked 
and passed out the back door, as the gate ap- 
peared to be shut. I climbed upon the slats 
which confined the grape vines to the fence; but 
they gave way, and falling to the ground I 
sprained my wrist. I then thought I would try 
the gate, which I found unfastened, and as there 
was no one near it J] ran through and hurried to 
the nearest house. In getting over the fences 


hort myself badly. On reaching the house I 
fell exhausted upon the door steps; but rising as 
soon as possible, I opened the Yoor, and was al- 
lowed to enter. I inquired if) Catholics lived 
there. One answered, ** No.’”? /For some time I 
could answer none of their stions, being so 
much exhausted. 


_ EFFECT OF PREACHING. 


The late William Hey, Esq. of Leeds, Eng- 
Jand, a gentleman highly respectable for his piety 
and talents, who used frequently on Sundays to 
go to Huddersfield tp hear the Rev. Henry Venn, 
author of the Complete Duty of Man, preach— 
said, that on one of these occasions, returning home 
in company with a friend, so deeply were they 
both impressed by the very important truths they 
had heard from the pulpit; and such was the 
manner in which they had been delivered, that 
they never interchanged a word till within a mile 
of Leeds, having travelled about fifteen miles in 
perfect silence. How great is the power of divine 
truth rightly enforced and falling upon hearts pre- 
pared by God’s spirit to receive it! This, no 
doubt, was an extraordinary case; but why extra- 
ordinary? Is the fault with the clergy? or is it 
with the people? or is it with both? With both, 
most certainly, more or Jess. .Ministers do not 
sufficiently feel, that they are on every such occa- 
sion, a “‘savour of life unto life, or death unto 
death;” and the people, that what they hear from 
the pulpit is “the word of God,’ and however 
carelessly received by. men, is capable of produc- 
ing a sensation amongst angels in heaven and fal- 
len spirits in hell. Were this duly realized we: 
should often witness results similar to that here 
mentioned. God’s presence would be felt in 
God’s house, and the feeling would abide. To 
leave the sacred threshhold would not be to cast 
off the associations of the place, and immediately 
resume the topics, and sentiments of this world. 
The savour of the word would continue on the 
mind, abide throughout the week, and manifest it- 
self in the every day deportment,making the Chris- 
tian hearer’s communion with God and. his fellow 
creatures, one of reverence, love and peace. 


* This was the second time I had been presented 
with apple parings by the Superior. 


t Sister Martha (the sick religieuse) was scouring 
the floor at this time, which I saw was quite too hard 
for her. Not long after I left, L inquired after ber, and 
learned she was no more. 


§ This was Sarah S. a domestic, who appeared 
very unhappy while I was in the Convent. I often 
saw her in tears, and learned from the Superior that 
she was sighing for the veil. When I saw my bro- 
ther 1 informed him of the circumstance, and he 
soon found out who she was, and ascertained that 
some ladies in Cambridge had been to see the Supe- 
rior, who used to them pretty much the same lan- 
guage she did to my sister. I have since scen her. 
She is still under the influence of the Roman Church, 
bnt assures me that she did not refuse to see the 
ladies, as the Superior had represented to them, and 
she wept because of ill health, &c. 


The Superior, as a test of my humility, kept me 
parings, the remnant of her dessert, was brought b 


ate a few of them only, hoping they might at ia 


money to establish the order of the ‘sisters of/ 


While J admit this is **a matter of general in- 
terest’”—perhaps, none will deny, that it is a 
‘subject of special interest th the Church to which 
‘I belong, and in the region where I live. 
| The alteration of this couplet is not alleged to 
be heresy—but it is, in my opinion, ‘an indica- 
tion of heresy” calculated to excite suspicion, 
ecause the new version is preferred and used 
by those who deny the efernal generation of * the 
only begotten of the Father’? and by those who 
treat as an absurdity the doctrine of the supreme 
divinity of ** Emmanug. Gop-witu-vs,” God-man, 
Mediator. | 


To free, if possible, this important subject 
from the obscurity which has been thrown 
around it, by the metaphysical propositions of 
The Philadelphian, and the irrelevant allusions of 
The Churchinan, to tritheism, transubstantiation, 
&e. &c. Let the question in debate be simply 
this— 

Is the alteration more consistent with a pure 
theology than the original words of Wutts ? 


The Churchman has taken the affirmative of 
this question. His words are these, ** We must 
be permitted to say that the alteration, instead of 
being an indication of heresy, strikes us as judi- 
cious, and moe consistent with a pure theology 
than the original words. Such expressions as 
‘God the mighty Maker died’ seem to us 
equally revolting to the pious feeling, and unau- 
thorized by the language of Scripture.” 

The Philadelphian takes the same side of the 
question, and calls these ‘‘ very judicious re- 
marks.” 

I know from our Confession of Faith what the 
*‘ pure theology” of ‘The Philadelphian ought to 
be—but I am not so well acquainted with the 
professed theology of The Churchman. Will he 
be so good, then, aa to say in plain English, 
what he means by ‘pure theology?’? Will he 
say plainly, whether Jesus of Nazareth is ** God 
the mighty Maker’? or not? Will he show us, 
from the Scriptures, who tt was, that * being 
found in fashion as a man, humbled himself and 
became obedient unto dealh, even the death of 
the cross?”? Will he tell us who it was that said, 
+f am the First and the tast—I am he that 
liveth and was dead?” In the meantime I beg 
leave to vary the question, so as to take the 
affirmative side myself. I dislike the task of 
proving a negative. Let the question be this, 
are the words *God the mighty Maker died,” 
authorised by the language of Scripture? This I 
afirm. What say the Scriptures of truth? 


-66God was manifest in the flesh”—** The Word, 


was God’—* ‘I'he Word was made flesh and 
dwelt among us’”’—** No man hath ascended up 
to heaven but he that came down from heaven, 
the Son of man which is in heaven’’—** Now he 
that ascended, what is it but that he also des- 


‘cended jirst into the lower parts of the earth? 


He th@tascended is the same also that ascended up 
above all heavens, that he might fill all things.” 
‘s We speak the wisdom of God in a mystery— 
which none of the princes of this world knew, 
for had they known, they would not have eruci- 
fied the Lorp or Giory.”’ Feed the Church of 
God, which he has purchased with his own 
blood.”” ‘* Hereby perceive we the love of God, 
because he laid down his life for us.’’ 

What more proof do you ask? If the Scrip- 
tures declare that the First and the LasT was 
dead—that they crucified the Lonp oF GLoRY— 
that God purchased the Church with his own 
blood—that God Jaid down his life for us—are 
‘*such expressions as ‘God the mighty Maker 
died,’ equally revolting to pious feeling, and un- 
authorized by the Janguage of Scripture?’? So 
safe The Churchman. And after making this 
unfounded assertion, he congratulates himself 
that the hymns and formularies of his Church, 


between the Convent and this house I fel] andj 


(Unitarian like) recognize nothing more than a 
suffering man upon the cross! 

And The Philadelphian, instead of showing 
what the ** Holy Ghost teacheth,”’ endorses for 
The Churchman, with a pen dipped in the dark- 
ness of metaphysical midnight! 

What! have these editors, who are leading 
thousands, never yet, themselves been Jed—* to 
the acknowledgment of the mystery of God, and 
of the Father, and of Christ? Have they yet 
to learn, that ** Unto us a child is born, a son is 
given,” and ‘his name shall be called the 
mighty God ?”’ 

I will not push the inquiry, but wait for their 


answer, subscribing myself, respectfully, 
J. L. Witson. 


Cincinnati, Ohio, April 29th, 1835. 


QUERIES TO CHURCH MEMBERS. 


Have you paid your minister any thing during 
the last quarter, or six months, or year? 

Do nt your minister and his family need bread 
to eat and raiment to put on, as well as you and 
your family? and are they not dependent upon you 
for the means to obtain them? 

Is not the labourer worthy of his reward? May 
ou with impunity **rob the hireling of his wa- 
es?”” ‘Thou shalt not defraud thy neighbour, 

neither rob him.” Lev. xiii. 13. ‘Thou shalt not 
oppress an hired servant, that is poor and needy. 
At his day thou shalt give him his hire, neither 
shall the sun godown upon it.”” Deut. xxiv. 14, 
15. ‘“AndI will be a swift witness against 
those that oppress the hireling in his wages.” 
Mal. iii. 5. 

Is not God now cursing almost all his churches 
with a curse, because you have robbed his mini- 
sters of their dues? ‘Ye are cursed with a curse, 
for ye have robbed me, even this whole nation. 
Bring ye all the tithes into the storehouse, that 
there may be meat in mine ‘house, and prove me 
now herewith, saith the Lord of Hosts, if I will 
not open the windows of heaven, and pour you 
out blessing, that there shall not be room enough 
to receive it.”? Mal. iii. 9, 10.—Standard. 


JEWISH PRIVILEGES. 


The Ottoman Monitor of Feb. 28, contains the 
following article, which shows that the Sultan 
has granted to his Jewish subjects the same rights 
which have been enjoyed by the several sects of 
Christians: —**Hitherto, the Jews of the Ottoman 
Empire have elected and deposed their Grand 
Rabbi without laying before the sublime Porte 
the motives of the changes, or rendering any ac- 
count of theiractions. It has, however, now been 
settled by the Chiefs of this nation that hence- 
forth, the election and deposition of the Grand 
Rabbi shall not take place without the Govern- 
ment being acquainted with it; as equality of 
rights necessarily infers equality‘of obedience. The 
Grand Rabbi, who was born at Gassy, the capital 
of Moldavia, having been deposed and replaced 
by his Vicar, the new Rabbi, on the day of his 
election, went to the Porte, which invested him 
with the Caftan as a mark of distinction, and 
thence to the Sultan, who admitted him to an au- 
dience, and bestowed upon him the insignia of tha 
Order of Honour, set in diamonds,” 


proposes, in several short articles, to publish in 
our paper. 

I. God made a covenant with Abraham. 

1. In that covenant God promised to give him 
a numerous posterity ; | 

2. The land of Canaan, and, 

3. To be a God unto him and his seed after 
him. 7 

4, God required Abraham to walk before him, 
and be perfect; and to receive circumcision as 
the token of the covenant. This token was to 
be given to his seed in infancy. A neglect of it 
would expose the child to excommunication. 

5. The covenant was of perpetual duration; it 
was to continue throughout all their generations. 
Gen. xvii. 

II. God renewed the covenant with Isaac and 
hie seed. Gen. xxvi. 3-5. 

III. God established the same covenant with 
Jacob and his seed. Gen. xxviii. 13-15. 


Esau profanely sold all those blessings and 


-cut himself and his posterity off from them. 


IV. God’s design in establishing the covenant 
with Abraham was to promote true religion in his 
Church. For He established a testimony in Jacob, 
and appoined a law in Israel, which he commanded 
our Fathers, that they should make them known 
to their children; that the generations to come 
might know them, even the children which should 
be born, who should arise and declare them to their 
children; that they might set their hope in God, and 
not forget the works of God, but keep his com- 
mandments. Ps. Ixxviii. 5. Deut. xxvi. 19, and 
xxix. 10-13. | 

V. It was revealed to Abraham that his seed 
should be in bondage in Egypt and after four 
hundred and thirty years they should be redeemed 
from it. Gen. xv. 13-16. Exodus xii. 40~42, 
Acts vii. 6, 7. | 

The covenant with Abraham was the ground 
of their redemption from Egypt. Ps. ev. 1-42. 

VI. God made a covenant with David in which 
he promised that his family ; and his kingdom ; 
and his throne should be established for ever. 
2 Samuel vii. 16. Ps. exxxii. 11-13. 


VII. The covenant with David was proposed 
to Solomon. 1 Kings ix. 4,9. But Solomon did 
not comply with the conditions of it; but went 
into idolatry for a time until God revealed to him 
that ten tribes of Israel] should be rent from the 
government of Rehoboam his son. 1 Kings xi. 1, 
13. In seventeen years from that time the ten 
tribes revolted and appointed Jereboam to be their 
king. 1 Kings xii. 

VIII. God proposed the covenant with David to 
Jereboam that if he would walk in obedience as 
did David he would establish his covenant with 
him. 1 Kings xi. 26-40. 

But Jereboam went into idolatry, and drew 
Israel from the worship of God. 1 Kings xii. 
25~33. After two hundred years spent in idola- 
try the ten tribes were carried prisoners into As- 
syria and Media, and have never been restored. 
2 Kings xviii. 6-23. 

IX. The tribes Judah, Benjamin and Levi ad- 
hered to the government of Rehoboam, and to the 
worship of God at Jerusalem; and were pre- 
served from the apostacy of the ten tribes for the 
sake of the covenant, God had made with David. 
1 Kings xi. 32-36. They composed the nation 
of Jadah. 

X. It was foretold that Judah should go into 
captivity seventy years as a chastisement upon 
them for their disobedience; and at the ex-: 
piration of seventy years should be restored to 
Jerusalem. Jer. xxv. 4-14, and xxix. 10-14. 


At the expiration of the seventy years Daniel 
was encouraged by these promises of God con- 
cerning their restoration, to nse means to accom- 
plish it. Daniel ix. 1-19. With great contrition of 
heart and deep repentance did he confess the sins 
of Judah, and pray for their restoration. Ezra 
and Zerubbabel and Nehemiah and others were 
deeply engaged to accomplish the restoration 
from Babylon, and to return to Jernsalem. And 
in answer to their prayers, and in the fulfilment 
of his promises God turned the hearts of kings 
to issue their proclamations to the Jewish people 
to return again to their beloved country. God 
prospered them, and their restoration was accom- 
plished. There was a holy zeal given them by 
which they could feel and say, **The God of 
heaven will prosper us, therefore we his servants 
will arise and build up Jerusalem. J. W. 


(To be continued.) 


WHAT: GOOD CAN I DO? 


What good can Ido? is an observation more 
frequently made by such as wish to excuse them- 
selves from doing good, than by those who sin- 
cerely desire to effect it. This is much to be 
regretted, because it is next to an impossibility 
to be in a situation wherein we can do no good. 


He who really wishes to do good may do some- 


thing. 

If by doing good we mean something unusual, 
something great. something that people may talk 
about, we certainly may not have it in our power 
to perform it; but to do good on a small scale is 
in the power of every one. 

When the poor widow, mentioned in the New 
Testament, could not put a large sum into the 
treasury, She cast therein two mites; and it wat 
said of her that she had done more than others, 
because they had only given of their abundance, 
but she of her poverty. You must be poor in- 
deed, if you cannot spare two mites in a case of 
necessity, 

When the Lord of life and glory speaks of the 
recompense that shall attend acts of Christian 
kindness, he does not say a bag of money, or a 
goblet of wine shall he recompensed, but, ** who- 
ever shall give to drink unto one of these little 
ones, a cup of cold water only, in the name of a 
disciple, verily, I say unto you, he shall in no 
case lose his reward.’? You must be ill provided 
for, indeed, if you cannot confthand a cup of cold 
water! 

It is the will and not the power that is want- 
ing; for every human being that breathes and 

ossesses the use of his faculties may do good. 
Look around for opportunities of usefulness; for 
sometimes, if you cannot do a kind deed, yet a 
kind word, ay, even a kind look, will. be useful. 
A small kindness, if well timed. may be more 
useful than a great one performed without con- 
sideration. 

No sooner did the Philippian jailor in sincerity 
exclaim, ‘“*What must 1 do to be saved ?”’ than 
an answer was given to him. * Believe on the 
Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and 
thy. house.” And no sooner shall you, with 
equal sincerity ask, ‘* What good can I do?” 
than opportunities will present themselves on 
every hand, and you will be ready to acknow- 
ledge, that he who really desires to do good, 


may be useful.—London Tract Mag. 


and, though I had previously supposed other- 
wise, this information prepared me to hear him 
candidly, as well as critically. What his ortho- 
doxy is, you will be able to judge by the follow- 
ing quotations. “The manner of instructing 
the anxious was very different twenty years ago, 
from what it is now, and has been for five or six 


years past. They are not treated now so #8 to 


make them feel worse, nor told to wait the 
Lord’s time; but, as they have a principle in 
their hearts, by which they can give them to 
God, so they are taught todo it now. You are 
told that you must be converted by Bo gr 
omnipotence. Who told you that? hy, the 
devil. It has driven multitudes down to hell.” 
In his farewell address to the converts he said, 
‘Read a religious newspaper,—one written in 
the spirit of the age. This Society ought to 
take fifty like the New York Evangelist. I 
give you my advice to unite and take it, where 
you cannot take it separately. It is the best 
paper in the United Statcs, five to one. I urge 
you not to fail of joining the Church. If you 
do not like this one, join the Baptists; if you 
do not like the Baptists, join the Methodists ; 
and if you do not like the Methodists, join the 
Episcopalians. ‘Those are all orthodox. But the 
Universalists, Unitarians, and Chrystians,’’—as 
he spelled the word before the assembly,—* are 
not orthodox.” 

The anxious were told by him, that they must 
submit urreservedly to God, or he would not 
convert them; and by a clergyman assisting 
him, that if they would rise up. in token of their 
giving their hearts to God, ** we will kneel down 
and pray for you, that you may be converted.” 
Complaining of want of success, at that time, 
he said he never saw more of the power of God 
in a meeting than was there; but the people 
would not receive if, or submit to it. And 
though he often said that conversion or regene- 
ration was effected by the Spirit of God, yet he 
dropped nothing which showed him to differ on 
this point, from what is called the new divinity. 
He threatened to leave that so indifferent people, 
and to go among others who wanted him, where 
he said he could probably have twenty converts 
a day. But these statements may suffice to 
show of what kind his orthodoxy is. 

I shall now bring to view something of his 
new measures. He preaches, on week days, 
only in the afternoon and evening; but the fore- 
noon is spent by the people in prayer-meetings 
of different descriptions. When the prayer be- 
fore sermon 1s about to be offered, (which he 
rarely offers himself,) the people are called upon — 
from the pulpit to bring in their requests. Then 
they, one after another, and sometimes two or 
three together, rise and present their requests of 
something to be prayed for. After the first time, 
each, whether male or female, old or young, who 
either considers himself a Christian, or desires 
to be one, rises and says, ‘1 renew my request,” 
(which was his own conversion, perseverance, 
quickening or the like,) and adds a desire to 
have some other person, or persona, either in the 
assembly or elsewhere, whom he names, prayed 
for. ‘The two ministers Jean over the pulpit to 
see who rises, to name them and repeat their re- 
quests alond to the assembly, and to urge others to 
bring in their requests. ‘This oceasions a pretty 
noisy and confused scene for several minutes, im- 
mediately previons to the prayer, which does not 
take very particular notice of their hundred or two 
requests, some of which branch into several peti- 
tions. Mr. Burchard reads no psalm, but calls 
on the choir to sing, sometimes repeating a first 
line of a familiar psalm or hymn. Then he 
preaches or talks, from a text commonly, but not 
always, and, the moment his sermon is done, he 
calls the people to the anxious seats, which 
stand designated thronghout the meeting. He 
then descends, calling to the anxious, and goes 
about the meeting-house to persuade individuals 
to go to the seats, sometimes calling on them 
aloud, and at others talking so low in some ; 
that you hear nothing of him. This irregular 
calling out, together with the motions of the 
people from their own to the anxious seats, as 
he called them, makes the house of God appear 
for a while something like an anction room, or 
the parading of a company or two of raw sol- 
diers. All, who will, being in the prescribed 
seats, he talks to them individually, and so lond 
as to be heard through the meeting-honse usually, 
in the following or similar language, as this was 
taken down at the time; and with a command. | 
ing and severe tone of voice, which is well cal- 
culated to agitate and disconcert any modest 
youths, and many adults, and affect their an- 
swers: * Do you consent to Jet God take your 
sou] and rule over it as he pleases? Will you 
consent to this? Say,—say,—say. Will you 
consent to take God the T’ather, Son, and Holy 
Ghost for your God. . Say yes, or no; and not 
answer evasively. If you do not, you will be a 
rebel, and go to hell. Will you go to heaven 
with me? Say yes, or no. Will you consent 
to give your heart to God in the dark.—not 
knowing what he will do with you. If you 
will. L will pray for you. Will you consent to 
let God take your soul and put it in heaven or 
hell as he pleases? If you do not, he will put 
you in hell.”” To a woman, whose answer to 
him he considered as locking towards the resto- 
ration doctrine, he cried out. ‘Then yon are 
going to heaven by the way of hell. to pay the 
toll! How long do you expect to he in hell? 
Fifty years? Say. Do you expect to lie in hell 
fifty years?’ And after finishing these inquiries, 
a short specimen only of which has been here 
given, he kneels down in the aisle and prays, 
first very low, then gradually raising his voice to 
its utmost extent, till he concludes suddenly 
with anamen. These exercises took place after 
each sermon. 

Those who were called ont to be prayed for, 
rather than talked with, were asked to rise, as a 
token that they either had, or now did give their | 
hearts to Christ; and as many as arose were re- 
joiced in as Christians, though inconsistently with 
some things said to them; while such as did not 
rise were afterwards taken to the anxious seats, 
and urged to make a decision. On three or four 
of the last days of this fourteen days’ meeting, 
Mr. B. had an exercise, after the sermons, of ex- 
amining persons for admission to the church, inta 
which they were to be received on the following 
Sabbath. ‘This examination was conducted by 
filling a slip with candidates, putting questions to 
them, and make them all give their consent, by 
bowing their heads together in answer to each 


| question and then filling the slip again. I heard 


some questions put to an individual, and they 
were such as admitted of a categorical answer, 
yes orno. In converts so made and so examined, 
I had no confidence. I thought there might be 
some real Christians among them, hat there 
might not be a single one among the whole; and 
they were thought to be in number from seventy 
five to a hundred. Though Mr. B. said many 
apt things, there was no solemnity iv his manner, 


and none appeared in the looks of the assembly. 
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supposed it was to apologize for this appear- 


/ 


ance that he said in a sermon, “Some people 
make a God of solemnity. If you ask them what 


kind of a meeting had you? — answer, a 

good one; it was very solemn. Was any body 

converted? No. It is solemn to give the heart 

‘wo God; but [ do not like long faces, nor yet light- 


pess. 
There is a third thing, which is said to accom- 
y the new divinity and new measures at the 
westward, and it is as alarming perhaps as either 
_ of them, as respects the interests of the church. 
This isa spirit of censoriousness. Mr. B. ap- 
red not so bitter as some are represented to 
‘be, but he was severe enough on.all, who did not 
approve of him and his measures, as will appear 
the, following expressions. Comparing the 
'- opposers of the new scheme to those who opposed 
Nehemiah’s building the walls of Jerusalem, he 
_ said, ** Nehemiah took courage, and by the union 
of the people, soot the priests observe,) rebuilt 
the walls in fifty two days. They tell us to 
change our measures, when their measures have 
long been tried in vain. But can’t I be a good 
Christian at home says one? No; thatis the old 
way. It is the greatest curse that ever was.” 
And he almost ridiculed those prayer meetings, 
in which the deacon and others excuse themselves 
from leading in the devotions, because it is not 
their turn, or their minds: are in a dull state. 
A sober reproof might have been proper perhaps 
but taking off religious meetings in the pulpit 
seemed not very charitable, nor serious. “ It is 
the duty, ofthe church, he said in a sermon, to re- 
ceive children into it. ‘There will be an allera- 
tion respecting this thing in three years. It will 
be rapid, by public opinion, as the temperance 
reform. ‘The conversion of children will usher in 
the millenium. The old, dull, sleepy way, in which 
professors.do not know whether they love Christ 
or not, or whether God is their father or the devil, 
will not do it. We learn why the devil rings the 
changes of * prudence, prudence, prudence,’ to 
keep persons or children back, till they see how 
they will walk. ‘The prudent, fault-finding do 
nothing.” But enough has been exhibited on 
this point. Though he cries up those ministers, 
who receive and employ him; he directly or in- 
directly censures all, who oppose him, or stand 
I conclude by observing, that I have aimed 
chiefly to give facts, and leave readers to make 
their own reflections. As the friends of this new 
system expect it soon to spread over the length 
and breadth of the country, it seems proper that 
thinking people should have some opportunity to 
know and examine its principles, before it arrives 
at their doors. 
Mra. Burchard travels with her husband, and 
holds a separate meeting, part of each day, for chil- 
dren under fourteen years of age, and manages 
- them, as far as I was informed, the same way he 
does the adults. His pecuniary compensation is 
according to the liberality excited by the effects 
of his labours in any place, which is said to be 
sometimes pretty generous. | 
CLeRIcus. 


From the Pittsburg Christian Herald. 
PITTSBURG CONVENTION. 


Proceedings of the Pittsburg Convention, Called by 
the Signers of the Act and Testimony, May 14th, 
1835. 

| | Thursday, May 14th, 1835. 
The Convention called by the signers of the 

Act and Testimony issued by the minority of the 

last General Assembly, and others, met in the 

Second Presbyterian Church, Pittsburg, at 12 

o’clock, M., when the Rev. John Witherspoon 

was called to the Chair, and the Rev. Isaac V. 

Brown and the Rev. Thomas Alexander, were 

appointed Secretaries pro tem. 

he Convention was opened with prayer. 

The following persons presented eertificates or 

other satisfactory evidence of appointment by 

their respective Presbyteries, and took their 
seats as members of the Convention, viz. 
New York, 1st.—W. W. Phillips, D.D. minister, Jas. 

Lenox, elder. 

Newton—G. Junkin D. D. minister. 
Susquehannah—J. C. Sharon, minister. 
New Castle—J. Magraw, D. D. minister ; Jas. Wil- 
son, elder. 
Baltimore—Arch. George, elder. _ 
Huntingdon—John Hutchison, minister. 
Northumberland—J. H. Grier, minister; A. Fergu- 
son, elder. 
Beaver—T. E. Hughes, senr. minister ; John Clark, 
Elder. | 
Redstone—A. G. Fairchild, minister. 
Steubenville—John Rea, minister ; M. M‘Coy, elder. 
Washington—Jas. Hervey, minister; J. M‘Ferrin, 


er. 

Ohio—T. D. Baird, minister; Dr. R. Wray, elder. 

Richland—W. Hughes, minister; John Ewalt, elder. 

Miami—James Coe, minister; Eden Burrows, elder. 

Oxzford—T. E. Hughes, Jr. minister; B. C. Swan, 

er. 
eg oe as. Culbertson, minister ; John Thomp- 
son, elder. 

Madison—James Blythe, D. D., minister. 

Kaskaskia—John Matthews, minister. ~ 

Louisville—N. L. Rice, minister; John Carr, elder. 

South Carolina—Hugh Dickson, minister. 

Ha ohn Witherspoon, minisier. 

Tusculoosa—J. B. Adams, minister. 

Amite—J.L. Montgomery, minister. 

T'he following persons also appeared and presented 
certificates or other satisfactory evidence of their ap- 

intment, as delegates by the minorities of the several 

reabytcries to which they belong, and tuok their seats 
as meinbers of the Convention, viz. 

New Brunswick—tI. V. Brown, minister. 

Gennessee—A. Denoon, minister; J. M‘Pherson, 
eldvr. 

Erie—J. Eaton, minister. 

fortage—J. D. Hughes, minister. 

Cincinnati—J. L. Wilson, D. D. minister; W. 
Schillinger, elder. 

South Alabama—Thomas Alexander, minister. 

Salem—A. Williamson, minister. 

The Rev. James Blythe, D.D., was requested 
to preach at 3 o’clock, P.M., and the Conven- 
tien had a recess till the close of divine service 
this afternoon, 4 0’clock, P.M. ‘The Convention 
assembled, and on notion, it was | 

Resolved, ‘That this Convention adopt the rules 
maually observed by our Church Judicatories, 
and printed in the Book of Discipline, as the 
tules by which the proceedings of this Conven- 
tion shall be regulated, so far as said rules may 
be applicable to this house. 

The Convention proceeded to the choice of its 
officers, and the Rev. Ashbel Green, D.D., was 
appointed President, the Rev. John Witherspoon, 
Vice President, and the Rev. Jamee Culbertson, 
and A. C. Fairchild, Secretaries. 

The following persons appeared, and having 

resented certificates of appointment by the Pres- 
byteries to which they belong, took their seats in 
the Convention, viz. di 

Carlisle Presbytery. John Moody, minister; 
Robert Elliott, elder. 

Blairsville Presbytery. 
Dr. J. Carothers, elder. 

Wooster Presbytery. James Snodgrass, min- 
ister. 

The Rev. A. A. Campbeld, also having pro- 
duced satisfactory evidence of his appointment 
by the minority of the Presbytery of the Western 
District, took his seat in the Convention. 

On motton, | 
- Resolved, That the members of this body, spend 
to-morrow, as a day of fasting, humiliation and 
prayer, with special reference to the objeets for 


F. Laird, minister ; 


whom 
for its action. 
morning at 9 o’clock. Concluded with prayer. 


d ay mor nis ng, May 16th, 9 o'clock. 

The Convention met. and was opened with 
prayer. Members present as at the adjournment. 
Phe minates of the last session were read. 
Yesterday was observed by the Convention, 
as a day of fasting, humiliation and pase in 
connexion with the congregation, and the reli- 
gious exercises were solemn and interesting. 

The following persons presented certificates of 
appointment by the Presbyteries to which they 
belong, and took their seats in the Convention, 
viz. 

Presbytery of Philadelphia. Ashbel Green, 
D.D., minister; A. Symington, elder. 

Newton. Thomas McKeen, elder. 

Madison. Victor King, elder. 

Second Presbytery of Philadelphia. C. C. 
Cuyler, D.D., minister. 
Bethel Presbytery. J. Le Roy Davies, min- 
ister. 

Kaskaskia. James A. Ramsey, elder. 

Allegheny Presbytery. -J. Moore, minister; 
J. White, elder. 

Indiauapolis Presbytery. D. Montfort, min- 
ister; J. Hendricks, elder. 

Georgia Presbytery. N. A. Pratt, minister. 

Huntingdon. Jesse McWilliams, elder. 

South Carolina. David Leslie, elder. 

_ Mississippi Presbytery. George Potts, min- 
ister. 

Bedford Presbytery. Jacob Green, minister; 
John Owen, elder. 

Washington. James McFarren, elder. 

Oxford, B.C. Swan, elder. 

The following persons also produced satisfac- 
tory evidence of their appointment by minorities 
of the Presbyteries, to which they belong, viz: 

Fayetteville Presbytery. Colin Meclver, min- 
ister. ' | 
Crawfordsville Presbytery. L. G. Bell, min- 
ister. 

Concord Presbytery. J. Silliman, minister. 

Mr. James Lenox, of the Presbytery of New 
York, resigned his seat to Mr. Samuel Boyd, the 
Principal named in the certificate, and Mr. John 
Owen was appointed to fill his place in the stand- 
ing Committee. 

‘The Rev. Ashbel Green, D.D., took his seat as 
President of the Convention. 

The standing Committee reported paper No. 1, 
being a memorial of a minority of the Presbytery 
of Cincinnati, addressed to the Convention. 

The document was read and ordered to be 
placed on the docket. 

The Rev. Drs. Junkin, Cuyler, Wilson, and 
Mr. Pratt, ministers; and Messrs. Boyd, Syming- 
ton, and George, elders, were appointed a Com- 
mittee to consider and report to this house, as 
soon as practicable, what shall appear to be the 
most expedient form, or method, of presenting to 
the General Assembly, the views of this Con- 
vention, relative to existing grievances in the 
Presbyterian Church, and the measures neces- 
sary for their redress. 

After a short recess the Committee on the 
manner of addressing the General Assembly, re- 
ported the following resolutions, whieh were 
adopted, viz: 

Resolved, 1. That the only expedient form, is 
that of respectful memorial and petition. 

Resolved. 2. That a Committee be appointed 
to prepare such memorial, when the Convention 
shall have decided the points to be embodied 
therein. 

The Rev. Drs, Junkin and Wilson, with Mr. 
Witherspoon, ministers, and Messrs. Boyd, 
Owen, and George, elders, were appointed a 
Committee, in conformity with the last resolu- 
tion. 

The Convention had a recess until half pas 
two o’clock, P. M. | 
Half past two o’clock, the Convention assem- 
bled, and the standing committee reported paper 
No. 2, being a memorial from the Presbytery of 
Indianapolis, addressed to the Convention, which 
was read and ordered to be placed upon the 
docket. 
Paper No. 1. reported by the standing commit- 
tee, viz :. the memorial of a minority of the Cin- 
cinnati Presbytery, was taken up, and after some 
consideration of the items contained therein, it 
was 

On motion, Resolved, 1. That the operation of 
any Missionary Society, within the Presbyterian 
church, and not responsible to her Judicatories, 
is an infringement of her rights, and inconsistent 
with her peace and integrity. 

Resolved, 2. That the operation of any Educa- 
tion Society, within the bounds of the Presbyterian 
church, for the training of her ministry independ- 
ent of her ecclesiastical judicatories, is a usurpa- 
tion of the rights of the church, and ought to be 
resisted, as tending to undermine herown Educa- 
tion Board, and the independence of her min- 
istry. 

Resolved, That the subjects contained in the 
above resolutions, be referred to the committee on 
addressing the Assembly. | 
Adjourned, to meet on Monday morning at 9 
o’clock. Concluded with prayer. 


| Monday morning, May 18th, 9 o'clock. 


The Convention met, and was opened with 
prayer. Members present as at the adjournment. 
The minutes of the last session were read. 

Dr. David George, elder, appeared, and having 
produced a certificate of appointment, from the 
Presbytery of Harmony, took his seat as a mem- 
ber of this Convention. 

The following persons also produced satisfac- 
tory evidence of appointment, by the minorities 
of the Presbyteries, to which they respectively 
belong, and took their seats as members of the 
house, viz: 7 

West Lexington Presbytery. Robert Stewart, 
minister. 

Chillicothe Presbytery. 
ister. 

The Convention resumed the unfinished busi- 
ness of Saturday, viz: the consideration of paper 
No. 13 reported by the standing committee. 
Resolved, ‘That the committee appointed to draft 
a memorial to the Assembly, make such a state- 
ment, relative to the formation of ecclesiastical 
judicatories, or what has been called the principle 
of ** elective affinity,’’ as shall express the disap- 
probation of this Convention, of all action on that 
principle by any judicatory of this church and 
our desire that the evils which have already been 
produced by acting on said principle, may be re- 
dressed. | 
Resolved, further, That the right of examining, 
and after examination, of receiving or refusing 
to receive, any minister, licentiate, or candidate, 
whether from foreign bodies, or from Presbyte- 
ries of our own church, however sustained by 


Samuel Steel, min- 


is essential to its well being. 

Resolved, That this subject be referred to the 
committee appointed to draft the memorial to the 
Assembly. 

On motion, Resolved, That the subject of doc- 
trinal errors, existing in the Presbyterian church, 
and also that of the repeal of the resolution of the 
last General Assembly, touching the right of ju- 
dicatories, to try and condemn heretical publica- 
tions, be also referred to said committee, as pro- 
per to be inserted inthe memorial. __ 

The Convention had a recess until half past 
2 o’clock, P. M. 


Half past two. The Convention assembled. 


which they have assembled, and ‘the Rev. | The unfinished business of the forenoon was re- 


Messrs. Brown and Baird, with Mr. William 
Schillinger, elder, were appointed a Committee 
in conjunction with the Pastor of the Church, to 
make arrangements for conducting the religious 
exercises of the day. 

_ The Rev. Messrs. Blythe, Magraw, Mont- 
agg! Bi Phillips, ministers, with the elders, 
Dr. Wray, James Lenox, and Archibald George, 
were appointed a standing Committee, to whom 
al] papers relating to the business of the Con- 
vention, shall be referred, and through whom 


sumed. 


Resolved, That without expressing any opinion 
relative to the constitutionality of the act of the 
Assembly, 1810, relative Yo the united action of 
Congregational and Presbyterian churches, and 
ministers in the frontiers of our country, or the 
expediency of said act, at the time it was passed, 
the committee be instructed to express it as the 
opinion of the members of this Convention, that 
the farther operation of that act, is injurious to 
the Presbyterian Church, and therefore, that 


credentials—is inherent in every Presbytery, and |. 


THE PRESBYTERIAN. - 


‘ehall be introduced to its notice, or | said act, as soon as practicable, ought to be re- 
Adjourned, to meet on Saturday | peal 


ed.. 
The subject of the “ plan of Union and Cor- 
respondence,” between the General Assembly, 
and the several General Associations of New 
England, was referred to the committee as a fit 
subject to be embraced in the memorial. 
Paper No. 2. Reported by the Standing Com- 
mittee, being a memorial from the Presbytery of 
Indianapolis, was taken up and referred to the 
committee on the memorial. 

Adjourned, to meet to-morrow morning at 9 
o'clock. Concluded with prayer. 


Tuesday morning, May 19th, 9 o'clock. 

The Convention met and was opened with 
prayer. Members present, as at the last ad- 
journment. The minutes of the last session 
were read. 

following resolution was introduced, viz: 

. Resolved, ‘That the committee on the memorial, 
be instructed to present to the General Assembly, 
the solemn conviction, of this Convention, that 
the Presbyterian Church owes it as a sacred duty 
‘to her glorified Head, to yield afar more exem- 
plary obedience, and ¢hat in her distinctive charac- 
ter as a church, to the command which he gave 
at his ascension into heaven, ** Go ye into all the 
world and preach the Gospel, to every creature.” 
It is believed to be among: the causes of the 
frowns of the great Head of the church, which 
are now resting on our beloved Zion, in the de- 
clension of vital piety, and the disorders, and di- 
visions that distract us, that. we have done so 
littlke—comparatively nothing—in our distinctixe 
character as a church of Christ, to send the Gos- 
pel to the Heathen, the Jews and the Mahommed- 
ans. It is regarded as of vital importance, to the 
welfare of our church, that foreign as well as do- 
mestic missions, should be more zealously prose- 
cuted, and more liberally patronized, and that as 
a nucleus of foreign missionary effort and opera- 
tion, **the Western Foreign Missionary Society, 
should receive the countenance, as.it appears to 
us to merit the confidence, of those who cherish 
an attachment to the doctrine and order of the 
church, to which we belong. After some dis- 
cussion, the above document was committed to 
the Rev. Messrs. Blythe, Cuyler, ‘and Wither- 
spoon, with instructions to present to the notice 
of the General Assembly, in whatever way was 
deemed best. 

The Convention had a recess until 3 o’clock, 
P. M. when the Convention assembled and spent 
a short season in devotion. 

The committee on the memorial presented a 
report which was accepted, and the Convention 
having decided, to consider the same by, para- 
graphs, after making some progress therein. 

Adjourned, to meet to-morrow morning at 9 
o’clock. Concluded with prayer. 

Wednesday morning, May 20th. 9 o'clock. 

The Convention met and was opened with 
prayer. Members present as at the last adjourn- 
— The minutes of the last session were 
read. 

The Rev. Dugald M’Intyre, from the Presby- 
tery of Abington, appeared and took his seat, as 
a member of the Convention. 

Messrs. Baird, Symington, and Owen, were 
appointed a committee of finance. 

The Convention resumed the unfinished busi- 
ness of yesterday, viz. the report of the committee 
on the memorial, which was considered by para- 
graphs, amended and adopted. 

The question was then taken on the whole re- 
port, as amended, and the whole was adopted. 


(See the Memorial below.) 


- Ordered that 2500 copies, of the minutes of this 
Convention, be published for distribution in the 
churches. 

A communication was received from the session 
of the church at Manchester, Ohio; expressive 
of their adherence to the Act and Testimony, 
which was read and put upon file. 

Adjourned to meet to-morrow morning at 9 
o’clock. | 

Thursday morning, May 21st. 9 o'clock, 

The Convention met, and was opened with 
prayer. Members present as at the adjournment. 
The minutes of the last session were read. 

Mr. Stephen Coe, elder, from the Presbytery 
of Wooster, appeared, and took his seat, as a 
member of the Convention. 

Rev. Drs. Junkin and Green, with the Rev. 
Mr. Baird, were appointed a Coinmittee to super- 
intend the printing, and distribution of the min- 
utes of ‘the Convention. 

Resolved, unanimously, That the thanks of this 
Convention, be given to the Trustees of the 
Second Presbyterian Church, and to the people 
of Pittsburg, and its vicinity, for their kindness 
and hospitality, manifested to the members of this 
Convention, during its sittings. 

Unanimously Aesulved, That the thanks of this 
house, be given to those Editors of religious 
papers, who by giving publicity to the ** Act and 
Testimony,”’ and other documents connected 
with the same have contributed to the further- 
ance of the views of this Convention, in refer- 
ence to the much desired reforin in the Church. 
The Convention having endeavoured to exe- 
cute the trust confided to them, in the important 
particulars of memorializing the General Assem- 
bly, and provided for giving to their constituents 
a detail of their transactions, by the publication 
of all their minutes, unanimously adopted the fol- 
lowing resolutions, viz: 

1. That thie Convention are deeply impressed 
with the conviction, that the Act and ‘Testimony, 
prepared by some of the minority of the last Ge- 
neral Assembly in connexion with other brethren, 
and since that time so extensively adopted, has 
been, nnder the smiles and blessing of God, of 
marked and extensive benefit to our beloved 
church. 

2. That we recognise our obligations in the 
most lively gratitude to God, for the care of pro- 
vidence in bringing together the members of the 
Convention in health and safety, and in an espe- 
cial manner, for uniting us together in the most 
harmonious accord, in all the measures that have 
been discussed and adopted. 

3. That the Convention declare that after prayer 
and thanksgiving, its proceedings will be termi- 
nated, and that of course, it will be considered 
finally dissolved. 

In accordance with the foregoing resolutions, 
prayer and praise to God were offered, the apos- 
tolic benediction was pronounced and the Ptesi- 
dent declared the Convention finally dissolved. 


MEMORIAL 
(AS ADOPTED BY THE CONVENTION.) 


To the Reverend Moderator and General Assembly of 
the Presbyterian Church, the Memorial and Petition 
of the undersigned Ministers and Ruling Elders of 
said Church, most affectionately sheweth : 


That, in the exercise of a common right, guarante2d 
by the God of nature to all his rational creatures up n 
earth, and fully set forth in the sacred Scriptures as une 
birthright of every child of his covenant, we come—and 
we desire to come with the Spirit of the meek and lowly 


Lamb of God—into the presence of this reverend body, 


as possessing the only adequate power to afford the re- 
lief we desire—we come to spread before you our griev- 
ances, and to ask the interposition of your authority for 
their redress. 

With you we recognise the Unity and Universality 
of that Church of the living Redeemer which he hath 
purchased with his own blood. “The visible Church, 
which is universal], consists of all those throughout the 
world that profess the true religion, together with their 
children.” ‘ By one Spirit are we all baptized into one 
body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be 
bond or free, and lave been all made to drink into on 
Spirit.” | 
With us you will doubtless agree, that this Church 
universal is called out of the world, and constituted and 
organized by her divine Head into a household and 
family, under gencral laws and regulations imposed 
upon her by his own supteme authority. “ Now there- 
fore ye are no more strangers and foreigners, but fellow 
citizens with the saints and of the household of God”— 
“of whom the whole. family in heaven and earth is 
named.” It is not left to the corrupt volition of men 
whether they will or will not come into this family. On 


the coutrary, they are laid under eternal obligations, by 
the voice of the Son of Man calling them, in the sweet 
promises of the Gospel, to life, and peace, and joy. 
Others innumerable are born members of his Church, 
and it is not optional with them—they may not, if they 
choose, expatriate themselves from his blessed king- 
dom. On the contrary, the entire weight of their hea- 
venly Father’s authority lies upon them, and binds 
them to a faithful improvement and everlasting posses- 
sion of their invaluable birthright. 

Still, though the visible Charch Universal is thus or- 
ised and constituted, yet, as it is physically impos- 
sible that all this Church can act ae ; as it must 
be collected in various parts of the world into distinct 
bodies for purposes of worship, and the regulation of 
social, and, as it were, domestic relations ; as the geo- 
raphical divisions of the world, and the political dis- 
tinctions which the providence of God has permitted to 
exist, imperiously call for social organizations of smaller 
numbers, we think it cannot be denied that in this res- 
tricted sense the Church, or, to speak more precisely, 
the sections of the Church, must necessarily be volun- 
tary associations ; that is, Christians are left free to as- 
sociate as they may choose into distinct bands for mu- 
tual convenience and Christian communion. These 
distinct communities of believers may also voluntarily 
connect themselves together into larger bodies, accord- 
ing to the principles laid down in the Scriptures and in 
the standards of the Church which this venerable body 
represents. Thus is this General Assembly consti- 
tuted, and in this sense the Presbyterian Church is a 
voluntary association. No man is at liberty to separate 
himself trom the visible Church ; but any man may se- 
parate from this portion of it, and attach himself to 
another. On this principle of common right and com- 
mon freedom is the Presbyterian Church founded, and 
therefore she declares, that “ every Christian Church, 
or union, or association of particular Churches, is en- 
titled to declare the terms of admission into its com- 
munion, and the qualifications of its ministers and 
members, as well as the whole system of its internal 
government which Christ hath appointed; — “ they 
think it necessary to make effectual provision, that all 
who are admitted as teachers be sound in the faith.” 

Form of Government, Chap. I. II. V.) 

Agreeably to these principles, the Constitution of 
our Church makes the Presbytcries the fountains of 
power. -They create the General Assembly. ‘I'o them 
is reserved, according to the Scriptures, the power of 
ordination, installation, removal, and judging of minis- 
ters. The Presbytery only can confer ministerial au- 
thority ; the Presbytery only can take itaway. The 
Presbytery can refuse to ordain or to admit into 
their number any person whom they judge erroneous 
or scandalous. If this’ power does not exist in the 
Presbytety, your memorialists can see no principle of 
self-preservation in the body. If every Presbytery 1s 
bound to receive all who may present themselves and 
claim admission on the authority of credentials from a 
foreign body, or from another Presbytery,, it is self- 
evident that the defection of one Presbytery from the 
truth and purity of the gospel may involve the entire 
body in the same corruption. There is no conserva- 
tive power. ‘The very ends of Presbyterial existence 
as laid down in our Constitution are defeated, and a 
wide door and effectual is thrown open, for the intro- 
duction of whatever errors it may please the cnemies 
of truth to send abroad among our Churches. A 
here, Rev. Fathers and Brethren, is the 

First grievance over which we mourn. ‘ 

The last General Assembly, by an act recorded in 
page 26 of thcir printed minutes, has denied this right 
to the Presbyteries, and by that denial has opened the 
flood-gates uf error, which, if not soon stopped, must 
sweep away the fair fabric of our Church’s purity, and 
Icave us to sorrow over the melancholy wreck of our 
Zion, without a willow on which to hang our harps. In 
behalf of the Presbyteries to which we respectively be- 
long, and of all other true Presbyteries ot our beloved 
Church, we invoke a return to the genius of the Con- 
stitution ; a restoration of the right and power of self- 
preservation ; a repeal of the obnoxious act, and a dis- 
tinct recognition, by this Assembly, of the inalienable 
right in every Presbytery, of examining every applicant 
for admission into their number, be kis credentials 
what they may, and of rejecting him, provided they 
think his admission would endanger their own purity 
and peace. 

II. Intimately connected with, and nearly allied to 
this, is our Seconp grievance, viz: an act of the last 
General Assembly, recorded in their minutes, page 26; 
whereby the right and propriety of a Presbytery’s 
taking up and censuring a printed publication, irre- 
spective uf its author is denied. 

This act is the more offensive because it is contrary 
to the practice of former General Assemblies, and in- 
consistent with the principles of freedom guaranteed 
in the Word of God, and the Constitution of our Church. 
‘I'he act in question, whilst it appears to your memb- 
rialists to extend this right to errorists, denies a cor- 
respondent right in a Presbytery. ‘The abettor of false 
doctrine may freely divulge his opinions. Any private 
citizen of the commonwealth, or member of the Church 
or Presbytery, may freely criticise and severely cen- 
sure the errors of the published book; but a Presbytery 
has no rights of this kind. ‘They may not lift the voice 
of warning. ‘They must not whisper a censure upon 
the book. They can only try the man. The pesti-, 
lential volume may send torth its poisonous infection 
amongst the flock, ‘over which the Holy Ghost hath 
made them overscers,” and for whose purity and peace 
and salvation they are held accountable by the Chief 
Siepherd; but their Presbyterial hands are tied up. 
They dare not lift a finger. They can only bring 
charges against the author. 

But, reverend Fathers and Brethren, if the author 
thus arraigned be artful, and disposed to give trouble, 
as history teaches us errorists are likely to be, who can 
tell how long he may perplex the court and defer the 
issue of his trial? Meanwhile, however, the leaven of 
false doctrine is working its way. The uncensured 
and uncensurable book is poisoning the minds of the 
people, and the Presbytery either cannot or will not ap- 
ply the remedy. Your memorialists most respectfully 
and earnestly entreat a reversal of the obnoxious reso- 
lution referred to. 


III. The Tuirp item of grievance and petition, 


| which we beg leave to present, is at the same time an 


aggravation of the second; viz. ‘The erection of church 
courts, especially of Presbyteries and Synods, upon the 
principle of “ elective affinity,” so called by its primi- 
tive advocates; that is, having regard, not to geogra- 
phical limits; not to convenience for attendance of the 
members; not to the expedition of business; but to 
diversities of doctrinal views and church policy in 
those elected to such bodies, from their brethren and 
from the standards of the Church; to personal animo- 
sities and antipathies growing out of such diversities ; 
and to the consequent enlargement of this alienated 
interest of sentiment and feeling. Where a Presbyte- 
ry and Synod of this description exist, it is easy to see 
how it aggravates the grievance just presented. If, 
agreeably to the injunction of the last General Assem- 
bly, some person does undertake the painful and un- 
pleasant duty of preferring charges against the author 
of the book, can it be supposed that a Presbytery, to 
whom such author is bound by the very affinities of 
such doctrine, will cut the bonds of their own uniun, 
by condemning either the book or its xuthor? And if 
they should so far forget theinselves as to commit the 
suicidal act of condemning the very doctrines which 
constitute the principle of their affinity, will their 
Synod do the same? Will it turn recreant to the 
cause for which it was created. Thus the Assembly 
must perceive, that every such prosecution before such 
body must, if issued at all, be finally issued in the 
Assembly: and so long as the General Assemblies of 
our Church consent to the existence of such bodies, 
just so long do they pledge themselves to protect their 
action. We therefore have no hope of redress, but in 
a change of purpose and action in the supreme judica- 
tory of our belovec Church. You, Brethren, and you 
ony can lay the axe to the root of this evil. 

t us take another view of this subject. Our Book 
of Discipline says, (Form of Government, Chap. X. ii.) 
‘‘ A Presbytery consists of all the ministers, and one 
ruling elder from each congregation within a certain 
district,” But the acts of some late General Assem- 
blies have practically contradicted this clause. It is 
not true, either of “the Presbytery of Philadelphia,” 
or of “ the [Assembly’s] Second Prcskosteny of Phila- 
delphia,” or of “ the Second [Synodical] Presbytery of 
Philadelphia,” that it “consists of all the ministers, 
and one ruling elder trom each congregation within a 
certain district.” 


Besides, the natural, and your memorialists believe 
the inevitable consequence of this principle is, in- 
creased alienation, strife for numbers and preponder- 
ance, division of churches, disruption of harmony in 
congregations, the encouragement of dissatisfied spi- 
rits, and formation of parties, and all the miseries of 
violent party strife.—Many of us do honestly believe 
that the practical effects have been schism in the body 
—real, substantial, melancholy schism—schisin more 
complete than if different denominations had been at 
once constituted. The alienation is more perfect than 
that which exists between either of the bodies and any 
other denomination covering the same territory. Hence 
we do most earnestly entreat this Assembly—for the 


purity of Zion and the peace of the church—we pray 


for a reversal of the principle, and all the aets spring- 
ing from it, and a restoration ef the Synod ereated 
thereby to their former ecclesiastical position. 


IV. Nearly allied to this is our Fourtn item of griev- 
ance, viz. ‘The existence and operation, withm our 
church, of a Missionary Society in nosense amenable 
to her ecclesiastical jurisdiction. And here you will 
bear with us, first, in pointing out the conneetion with 
the preceding. If Presbyteries do exist, on the avow- 


ing, and have the power of’ licensing and ordaining (in 

many instances sine titulo) men of their own creeds, 

then a missionary institution seems requisite to send 

such licentiates and ministers into the field. Such an 

institution does exist; bound by its own rules to.sus- 

tain missionaries, irrespective of their adherence to, or 

rejection of, the ¢ctrinal standards of our church.— 
This institution operates largely in our a 
Jirst, by sweeping away from our own Board the funds 
which, by the laws of all social order, ought to come 
into the treasury of the body to which its rs 
belong ; and, secondly, by throwing into our Presby- 
teries brethren who, in many instances, have never 
adopted the standards of our church at all, and in 
more, who have only adopted them “ for substance of 
doctrine;” that is, just as much of them as suits their 
own views. Thus a separate moneyed interest 1s cre- 
ated and kept up in the bosom of the same Christian 
community. The Assembly’s own Board of Missions, 
created by herself, governed by herself, and amenable 
to herself, finds a great and powerful rival in her own 
house, with whom she comes in perpetual collision. 
And rival agents.meet on the same field, and frequently 
those of our own church are foiled in their efforts by 
the improper interference and inftuence of an institu- 
tion which owns no allegiance to us, and fecls no obli- 
gations to our courts. So violent were these conten- 
tions, that the Assembly of 1831 recommended a con- 
vention to be held in Cincinnati, to adjust the difficul- 
ties. ‘This convention was held. It decided in favour 
of the church’s carrying on her own missions by 
her own board. Still, however, the foreign soctety 
kept the ficld, and continues to this hour to conflict 
with your board. 3 

Now, Fathers and Brethren, these things afflict us 
exceedingly. We are pained to see such an inveterate 
warfare carried on so long. And we are unspeakably 
distressed to be constrained to view this as a part of a 
great system of operations whose tendency is to sub- 
vert the foundations of our Zion. The evidence of 
such @ system forces itself upon us. We cannot shut 
our eyes against it if we would, and we would’ not if 
we could. Painful as the vision is, we are determined 
to behold it steadfastly ; and we crave the attention of 
this venerable body to the same. Look, we pray you, 
to the facts. A large moneyed institution—(for that ts 
a large moneyed institution which has a large income 
from whatever source)—a large moneyed institution, 
over which neither you as an Assembly, nor the Pres- 
byteries which give you an annual existence, nor the 
Synods intermediate, have any control, has subsidised 
almost your whole western territory. “A gift blindeth 
the eyes.” Can a minister or an elder, whose congre- 
gation is supported in a large degree by a power 
foreign to your church, free himself utterly from 
foreign influence? Vain is the hope! Human nature 1s 
not thus constituted. Without impeaching the honesty 
and the honour of persons thus situated, we feel confi- 
dent that an influence great and effectual must rest In 
the hands that dispense this bounty. | 

But let the Church be her own almoner, and every 
time her hand is opened to her sons and her daughters, 
she binds them the more closely to her interests. Her 
constitution, whose legitimate operations produce these 
happy results, becomes the rallying point of recoiling 
gratitude; and instead of jarring and contentions 
without end, union in the truth and peace, as its bless- 
ed effect, must fill our Zion with joy and gladness. 
We pray this General Assembly to sustain her own 
Board of Missions, by solemnly enjoining upon all the 
churches to contribute to its funds, and by rescinding 
the resolutions formerly passed, which recommended 
to their patronage “ The Home Missionary Society.” 

V. Your attention is now invited to another part of 
the same system. Before youth looking forward to 
the gospel ministry can be properly licensed and sent 
forth, they must be educated; and efforts have been 
already made in this cause worthy of high commenda- 
tion. Nor have we any thing to object against efforts 
either to prepare or to send men to preach to the desti- 
tute at home or abroad. Both these causes we desire 
to see prospering. For both we have laboured and 
prayed, and for both we will continue to labour and 
pray. But then we desire to sce them prospering con- 
sistently with regard to the truth and purity and in- 
tegrity of our own church. The great burden of 
ministerial duty is to enlighten and save the world. 
And no obligation more sacred and solemn lies upon 
them, than that of training the heralds of the cross who 
are to bear the banner of her faith in triumph round 
the world. Let the church give good heed to this 
great concern, and the work of salvation will go on; 
let her neglect this, or do it in a careless manner, and 
the wheels of the gospel chariot must move heavily, 
stop, perhaps retrograde. : 

Now the question before us, is, to whom shall this 
most sacred and solemn duty be entrusted by the 
church? Shall she do it herself, with her own hands ? 
or shall she throw it into the hands ofa body self-crea- 
ted, and in nu sense amenable to her ecclesiasticai tri- 
bunals ? a body which may change in half. generation 
and train her sons to her own destruction? This is 
the question we would press upon your consideration : 
and we would most respectfully suggest, that no church 
can be safe—in her doctrinal standards—safe in her 
ecclesiastical polity—safe in her financial operations— 
safe in the independence of her ministry, if that minis- 
try are dependent upon an independent foreign body ; 
and especially, if their houses and lands, their libraries 
and furniture are under bonds. Without any im- 
peachment of motives, or imputation of extraordinary 
weakness, we beg leave to repeat, “* A gift blindeth the 
eyes,” and to refer to the course of remark under the 
preceding item. 

Similar collisions occur here also. Your agents are 
met in the field by the agents gf a society beyond your 
control. They are often beaten off the ground, and the 
six or seven hundred young men under the care of 
your Board of Education are reduced to a precarious 
dependence: whereas, did the church, in her highest 
ecclesiastical court, stand forth in her own defence, her 
treasury would overflow, and all these collisions and 
conflicts of varied interests would cease; whilst her 
own funds would go to her own sons, and not, to their 
prejudice, for the maintenance of those in other churches 
who are never expected to aid in building up the walls 
of our Zion. We pray and beseech this reverend body 
to sustain, by all the weight of its influeuce, the Edu- 
cation cause of our own church. 


VI. In the upprehension of your memorialists, not a 
small proportion of the evils which distract our Zion 
have grown and do still grow out of “the plan of 
union” adopted in 1801. We say nothing here of 
the wisdom of that measure at the time, nor of its con- 
stitutionality. We know it was the work of wise and 
good men. But we must be allowed to express the 
opinion, that now it leads to alienation, contentions and 
disorders. For proof of this we have only to refer to 
the minutes of preceding General Assemblies. It is 
notorious that very painful conflicts have occurred in 
the Assembly on this very subject. Brethren had long 
occupied seats in this body, who were not ruling elders, 
and never had been Presbyterians, and, it is believed, 
never intended to become Presbyterians. Nor was this 
evil remedied without a long and arduous and painful 
struggle. Under the perfect conviction that peace will 
never dwell with us whilst the jarring elements of this 
discord exist together, we beseech this Asssembly to 
annul that act; and for the simple additional reason 
that the terms of compact are not complied with by our 
congregational brethren. 

In proof of this we allege that “ the plan of union” 
contemplates the existence of a Congregational Associ- 
ation and of a Presbytery on the same ground; whereas 
we apprehend the facts generally to be otherwise. The 
Association retains its essential character as such, but 
is called a Presbytery. Congregational ministers 
change simply the name, without ever adopting sin- 
cerely the Confession of Faith of this Church. far 
from such adoption, the Presbyteries of Grand River 
and Portage, on May 1, 1822, adopted a confession of 
faith for their own churches. And although a subse- 
quent General Assembly ordered the formula of ques- 
tions In our Book to be propounded to all the members 
of these Presbyteries, yet your memorialists have rea- 
son to believe, that in some instances, they were not 
answered affirmatively at at all, and in others with ex- 
press reservations. 

Again, That plan of union provides that every mixed 

congregation shall appoint a standing committee ; 
“ And provided that the said standing committee of 
any Church shall depute one of themselves to attend 

the Presbytery, he may have the same right to sit and 

act in the Presbytery as a ruling elder of the Presby- 

terian church.” Yet we have reason to believe that 

members of churches often sit in Presbytery, who are 

neither ruling elders nor committee men ; and we know, 

such have occupied seats in the General Assembly.— 

This is an open infraction of the“ Plan of Union.” 


Hence we can perceive no obligation binding the As- | 


ed principle of diversity in doctrinal opinion and feel- it in profession and principle. 


| 


sembly to adhere to a conventional agreement that ie 
practically violated by the others party, and we pray 
that it may be formally annulled. 
VII. Our next grievance is of similar character, viz: 
“ The plan of Union and cor ee with the Con- 
gregational Associations of New England, and with 
other churches. It is true, that the relmquishment 
of the right of voting in the General Assembly has re- 
moved part of the evil. No longer now eam our eon- 
stitutional order be voted down p Boge. opposed to 
ili, however, agai 
thie union there are serious odjections. 
It gives weight in eounsel and debate, which may 
command votes, to persons who belong not to our se- 
ciety, and who may have a sectarian purpose to answer 
by taking a particular side. Such things some of us 
have seen or the floor of the Assembly. 

Besides the whele matter is unconstitutional. The 
General Assembly never had the power of granting a 
seat in this house to any person.—(Form ef ‘Govern- 
ment, Chap. XII. ii.) “The General Assembly shall 
Consist of an equal delegation ef bishops and eldcrs 
from each Presbytery.” Nor does our constitution re- 
Cognise any other mode of acquiring a right to a seat 
here. This is a delegated—it is a representative bedy, 
and in the very nature of delegation, unless the dele- 

ates are expressly empowered to delegate others, the 

ave no such power. Our constitution knows no su 
anomaly as representatives transferring the power of 
representation to others. 

We humbly conceive that our Book (Chap. XII., v.) 
in conceding to the Assembly the power of “ corres- 
ponding with foreign churches on such terms as ma 
be agreed upon by the Assembly and the correspond- 
ing body,” does not contemplate the violation of the 
fundamental principle. quoted in the preceding para- 
graph, by granting seats in this house to persons not 
delegated by any Presbytery. For if the assembly 
have the power of conferring a right to deliberate and 
vote, it may be so exercised as to bring the church 
under foreign dominion. Against all this the consti- 
tution presents an insuperable barrier in the 6th sec- 
tion of this chapter, where the Presbyteries reserve to 
themselves the exclusive power of establishing any 
constitutional rule. Every regulation affecting con- 
stitutional principles must be referred to the Presbyte- 
ries, and be by a majority of them adopted, before they 
can be admitted as binding. ‘This in reference to “the 
Plan of Union” has never been done. Now, clearly, 
this power of granting seats in the Assembl vitally 
affects the constitution, which ought not to be sacri- 
ficed either to expediency or courtesy. 

Hence, with all due respect and affection to the 
good brethren of other denominations, we pray this 
General Assembly to restore the Constitution, by re- 
—— the act which assumes this stretch of power. 

VIII. Finally, As the object of all ecclesiastical 
order is Truth, in the belief, love, and practice of it; 
and as “to the General Assembly also belongs the 
power of bearing testinony againt error in doctrine,” 
your memorialists would humbly call your attention to 
the present state of the church in this behalf. There 
is nothing worth contending for but Truth: and, if we 
are not greatly mistaken, great and fearful inroads aro 
made on the doctrinal standards of our church: and 
that too not in reference to matters of minor conse- 
quence, but in the very fundamental principles of the 
Gospel. One alarming feature of the errors against 
which we would earnestly entreat this General Assem- 
bly to lift up a strong testimony, we beg leave to pre- 
sent. It is their systematic arrangement. Did a 
solitary individual here and there, in cases few and far 
between, touch upon a single insulated position that is 
false, and maintain it even with pertinacity, it would 
not afford ground of serious alarm. But the case is 
far otherwise. The errors abroad in the church are 
fundamental, vital and systematic. The maintenanco 
of one involves the whol:, and must Icad a Icgical 
mind to embrace, the system. Now the system ap- 
pears to your memorialists to lead directly toward So- 
cinianism. ‘This language may seem harsh and severe. 
Alas! dear brethren! it is the harshness of love, and 
the severity of truth. It is not pleasant for us to en- 
lertain such an opinion; but with our eyes and onr 
ears open, it is impossible to avoid it. The evidence 
rushes upon us from the pulpit and the press, and we 
have no power of resistence. That which the under. 


standing clearly perceives, the mind, with its fondest | 


desires to the contrary, must believe. It is painful for 
the convicted sinner to believe that his soul is exposed 
to the wrath divine: it is painful for us to believe that 
our brethren are departing from the foundations of 
gospel truth. But a dark hour there often is before the 
bright dawn of heaven’s cheering light upon the soul 
benighted; may we hope from the action of this vener- 
able body a return to the pure light of the Scripture 
truth, and a strong testimony against the errors that 
overturn our constitutional standards ? 

Another alarming feature is the boldness and perti- 
nacity with which the very existence of these errors 
is denied. To this General Assembly it would not be 


information, were we to state that the same system of 


error has been characterised by the same wily licy 
in every age of its appearance in the Church. Tt hes 
ever been its course at first to deny its own existence, 
and when that was no longer practicable, to assume a 
mask, and clothe itself with zeal as a cloak. This 
strong feature of the modern, singularly identifies it 
with the ancient heresy. 

_It is not our purpose at present to go into a discus- 
sion of these doctrines, nor yet to adduce proof of their 
existence in our Church.—The evidence of this is as 
clear as the evidence of your existence in this house 
to-day. The teeming press and the groaning pulpit 
proclaim it. It may be proper simply to present an 
outline of the system. Thus, 

1. The doctrine of Adam’s Federal Headship, or Re. 
presentative Character is denied. | 

2. The Doctrine of Original Sin is denied. 

3. The Doctrine of the Imputation of Adam’s Sin to 
his Posterity is denied. The rejection of these necessa. 
rily leads to | 

4. A denial of the doctrine of Christ’s Federal Head. 
ship or Representative Character. 

5. A denial of the Imputation of his Righteousness to 
the believer as the essential procuring cause of his jue. 
tification. | 

6. A rejection of the true, proper, vicarious nature of 
the Atonement of Christ ; and holds up his sufferings, 
—his tears and groans and anguish and death, asa 


mere exhibition ; a show unmeaning, for a purpose not 
in accordance with revealed truth. Thus the daughter 
of Zion searches in vain in the luxuriant garden of 


these errors, for the beloved of her soul, and in the an- 
guish of her disappointment exclaims, “ They have 
taken away my Lord, and I know not where they have 
laid him.” ; 

But these errors do not terminate in simple nega- 
tion. Another system is substituted in the room of the 
Gospel thus rejected. It is the system of human per. 
fectibility. Thus, 

1. The doctrine of Human Ability is held, involving 
the principle, and gratuitously assuming it as true, that 
man’s moral obligations are measured and bounded 
his present ability to meet all the requirements of God's 


w. 

2. Accordingly, the necessity of the agency, the om- 
nipotent agency of the Spirit of God in the conversion of 
the soul is denied ; and conversion is affirmed to be the 
work of the creature. Man regenerates his own soul. The 
Spirit’s agency ts that of mere moral suasion. Regene- 
ration is simply an act of the mind; the first in the series 
of holy acts. Faith isan act of the mind, and nothing: 
but an act of the mind. 


Now, reverend Fathers and Brethren, we humbly con- 
ceive that this is “ another Gospel ; entirely and essen- 
tially different from that laid down in the Bible and our- 
Confession of Faith. And we do most solemnly and 
sorrowfully believe, that, unless the Spirit of the Lord 
raise up a standard against it, it will be followed iz our- 
Church, as it has been elsewhere, by the entire sys- 
tem of Pelagianism, and ultimat«ly of Socinianism. 
If the Atonement is not essentially vicarious and penal, 
why demand a Divine Redeemer? If an exhibition is 
all that is required, why not hold up Stephen or Peter, 
or Paul, or John Huss, or John Rogers? This tendency 
towards Socinianism we think is plainly manifested in. 
the denial of the eternal filiation of the of God. 

Again, if the Spirit’s work is merely a moral sua- 
sion, why a Divine and Almighty Spirit? Must not: 
the mind which denies the necessity of our omnipotent 
influence be strongly tempted to disbelieve the exist- 


ence of an omnipotent agent ? 


That we are not mistaken in our opinion of the ten- 
dency of these doctrines, we think is proved by the 
fact, that the Unitarians do claim affinity with them, 
and express their unfeigned satisfaction at the pros- 
pect of a rapid increase of liberal principles. 

And now, dear Brethren, we approach the termina-. 
tion of this long memorial. We have, perhaps, been 
tedious. It is because our heart is full of sorrow; and 
sorrow finds a momentary relief in pouring forth even 
unavailing complaints. But ours is not a peless sor- 
row. We believe that Jesus died and rose again, and 
we know that his Truth, though borne away, insulted, 
and forlorn, into the dark shades of a vain metaphysi- 
cal philosophy, will yet break forth, and — the 
gloom by which we are surrounded, and send through 
our hearts and our churches the light of life and the 
consolations of love. ag 
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_— should participate in its deliberations. 
ef the orthodox it was regarded as a measure of 


Ia pressing our petition for redress of all the griev- 
ences we have enumerated, and such others in regard 
to measures us the wisdom of this General Assembly 


_ may"select, we entreat you to turn your eye upon the 


aspect of the world. Lo! what an invi id for 


the watchword, “ Truth and 


Do you ask, How 
shall the evil be remedied? We reply, Let this Assem- 
bly‘come up to the work of reform. them establish 
the ancient landmarks of truth. Let them unfurl the 
lanner of the Constitution. Let all who cannot fight 
under this, grasp the standard that suits their own 
views; put on their own approved armour; descend 
into the plain, and stand or fall to their own Master. 
We pledge ourselves in the face of High Heaven, the 
real Presbyterian Church will not shrink from the 
conflict: and though our earthen pitchers may be 
broken, our lights shall shine, and “the sword of the 

Lord and of Gideon” shall turn the eye of a gazing 

‘world to that point of the field where victory perches 
on the Banner or Truta. 

Venerable Fathers and Brethren we are done. With 
you and God and Christ and his Spirit we leave our 
cause. That He may difect all your counsels in this 
behalf'to his own glory and the Church's good, is the 
sincere prayer of your humble memorialists. 
Pittsburgh, May, 20, 1835. 
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To Corresrorpenrs.—‘ Village Recollections” 
shall appear next week. : 


Tue MemoriaL.—This document adopted by 
the Convention assembled in Pittsburg; came late 
to hand, and to make room for its insertion, va- 
rious other matter already prepared for our paper, 

has necessarily been excluded. The document 
embraces a just and sufficiently full exposition of 
the grievances under which our church is labour- 
{ng. It was to be presented to the Assembly, not 
as an act of the Convention, but as the Memorial 
of individuals. What will be its fate we are un- 


able to predict, but the cause which it pleads must | 


ultimately triumph. 


Genera AssemBLy.—W hat course will be pur- 
sued by the General Assembly in relation tocontes- 
ted matters, is yet tobe seen. Appearances thus far 
have been favourable, indeed much more 80 than 
we had anticipated ; bnt we do not suffer oursel ves 


to indulge very sanguine hopes of decisive action 


at this meeting, for the reform of the church. We 
had made up our mind, that a consummation so 
desirable, was not to be obtained without a much 
more protracted struggle. That the cause of or- 
thodoxy has advanced is manifest, and that it will 
etill further succeed, is to be expected. Its friends 
are not to be discouraged, if their wishes are not 
gratified by the action of the Aesembly this year ; 
the end contemplated ia worthy of long continued 
effort. | 

Our correspondents in Pittsburg have failed in 
eommunicating the proceedings of the last five or 
eix days. For this failure we ate unable to ac- 
count; it may have been through some oversight 
in the Post Office, as we have ascertained that 
one communication to us has been thus lost. 


Manacement.—A pamphlet of 28 pages, printed 
with a design to influence the proceedings of the 
General Assembly, was circulated among the 
members in Pittsburg, on the day of their assem- 
bling. We need not say that it has proceeded 
from the New School, for such management is 
identified with all their course. It contains a 
justification of new doctrines and of the policy 
pursued by the Assembly of late years, and an 
unequivocal condemnation of the friends of ortho- 
doxy. It rings the changes upon the peace of the 
Chureh, which it thinks may be preserved by uni- 
versal toleration of error. Who the author is, we 
kaow not, for with some little shame at the im- 
propriety of his course, he conceals his name and 
even the name of the place in which his pamphlet 
was printed. In the first page he styles himself 
“the unworthy brother addressing you,”’ viz. the 
members of the Assembly, but this conveys little 
information, as every reader would spontaneously 
have concluded, that none but an unworthy person 
could have been guilty of such a maneuyre. 


Prrrsaure Convention.—The Convention pro- 
posed by the Act and Testimony has met and ad- 
journed. We look upon its proceedings now as a 


” part of the history of our church. Intense inter- 


est has been manifested for several months past 
in relation to its probable character and results. 
By the New-School press it has been held up to 
public execration, as an unlawful and rebellious 
assemblage of the disaffected and schismatic ; and 
very confident predictions have been uttered, that 


it would prove ultimately disgraceful to all who 
By many 


doubtfal propriety and the most serious and as we 
believe, sincere alarm was felt, that it would pre- 
eipitate a division of the church. For our own 

we have always regarded it as an expedient 
demanded by the necessity of the times, and we 
have anticipated the period of its meeting, with 
humble hope that the great Head of the church 
would so guide, restrain and overrule its course, 


- @s to make it conservative of the peace, purity 


and unity of the church. We may now speak of 
itas a thing that is past; and with devout grati- 
tade to God, we acknowledge, that our highest 
hopes of its proceedings have been realized. We 
have scanned the materials of which it was com- 
posed. We have been struck with the talent, 
dignity, deep seriousness and resolution of its 
members. We have seen them swayed by the 
fear of God and by an unconquerable zeal, whose 
only ambition was to maintain the precious truth 


of Christ. We have followed them through the| Alleg 


sacred devotions in which they mingled their 
‘vows and prayers to God. We have listened to 
the account of their debates on questions of deep 
sad thrilling interest, in which reason predomi- 
nated, associated with an eloquence which zeal 
for the truth alone could enkindle. We have 


‘LIST OF MEMBERS. 
Of the Synod of Albany. 

Presbyteries. Ministers, Elders. 
Londonderry. Barstow, David Campbell. 
Newburyport. 

Champlain. Charles Doolittle, 
Troy. N.S.S. Betnan, D.D. | 
| Jonathan Noble, Wm. M. Bliss. 
Albany. John N. Campbell, | 
E. D. McMaster, 
Columbia. J.B. Waterbury, Caleb Day, 
Thomas M. Smith. William Edward. 
Of the Synod of Utica, 
St. Lawrence. John A. Savage, 
Watertown. Geo. 8. Boardman, J. W. Brewster. 
Oswego. William B. Storr, 
Oneida. Aaron Garrison, W. J. Winchell. 
S. W. Brunitt. 
Otsego. Saml.P.Storrs. Thomas Fuller. 
Of the Synod of Geneva. 
Geneva. Eliakim Phelps, Oren Crittenden, 
* Oren Catlin, Oren Green, 
Chenango. James Abell, : 
O . Stephen S. Smith, John McVicker, 
Cayuga. Daniel C. Axtell, Salem ‘Town, 
J. W. McCullough, 
Tiega. Charles White § Hamilton Collie:, 
Cortland. Eliezer S. Barrows, 
Bath. Elijah D. Wells, Daniel S. Benton. 
George R. Rudd, 
Delaware. O. L. Kirtland, Heman D. Gold. 
Of the Synod of Genessee, : 
Genessee. Alex. Denoon, John McPherson, 
Ontario. Silas C. Brown, | 
- Rochester. Wm. Wisner, Levi Ward, Jr. 
Luke Lyons, Freeman Edson, 
Niagara. Herbert A. Reed, | 
Buffalo. O. C. Beardsley. Wm. R. Rogers, 
S. G. Orton, Seth Starr, 
Angelica. Jabez Spicer. Asa S. Allen. 


seen the delightful flow of brotherly love and have 
witnessed the unanimous decisions which closéd 
their proceedings. These things have we been 
called to contemplate and our hearts have been 

comforted and our hope inspirited. We have not | 
despaired of the church, when the deepest gloom 
seemed to overshade her prospects, but now we 
are encouraged to an unlimited trust in the good- 
ness of God. 

We verily believe that the time is spprosching 
when all the truly orthodox, however they may 
have been temporarily separated by differences of 
opinion on the subject of measures, will unite 
harmoniously and fraternally in action for the 
future safety of the Church. Their intercourse 
with each other, will assuredly bring them to a 
better understanding, and convince them of the 
necessity of uniting their force in the suppres- 
sion of all the heresies and irregularities which 
have hitherto disturbed our peace. The Con- 
vention has unquestionably tended to produce 
such a union. It has falsified the predictions of its 
enemies; it has happily disappointed the 
fears of many tfuly orthodox, who supposed 
that it might promote schism; it has been a 
Convention, not of turbulent spirits, but of de- 
vout and grave men; and we will cherish the 
hope, that if not now, at least at some future 
and not distant day, it will yield the fruits of 
peace and righteousness. 


Dr. Ely’s appointment in Marion College, is 
that of Professor of Polemic Theology and Sa- 
cred Literature. 

The Rev. Alfred Dashiell, of the Mariner's 
Church, of this city, has accepted a call to Jack- 
sonville, Ill. = 


Sometuing New.—We copy the following 
morceau fiom the New York Evangelist. The 
three hundred feet tent is designed, we presume, 
for Mr. Finney’s campaign in the west, and we 
may expect unless a kind Providence interposes, 
that his march westward, will be traced, as it has 
been in New York, by the desolation of the 
church. 


Tent ror Mr. Finney.—This tent has been 
completed, and was yesterday forwarded from this 
city to Mr. Finney at Oberlin. It covers three 
hundred feet of ground, and will hold three thou- 
sand es pe and cost $700. ‘The expense is de- 
frayed by a number of gentlemen in this city. 


PROCEEDINGS UF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
(Reported for The Presbyterian. ] 


The General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church met agreeably to appointment, on Thurs- 
day 2ist May, at 11 o’clock, A. M., in the First 
Presbyterian Church, Pittsburg, and in the ab- 
sence of the Rev. Dr. Lindsley, the Moderator 
of the last Assembly, was opened by a sermon 
from Rev. Dr. Miller, of Princeton, from 2 Cor. 
iv. 7. 
vessels,” &c. Immediately after the sermon on 
motion of Dr. Ely, Dr. Beman was called to 
the Chair for the purpose of constituting the 
Assembly, which was done by prayer. The fol- 
lowing delegates were reported as present, viz. 


Of the Synod of New York. 
New York, 1st. W.W.Phillips,D.D. James Lenox, 


John M. Krebs, Gaius Fenn, 
New York, 2d. H. A. Rowland, 
New York, 3d. Wm. Patton, Rich. T. Haines, 
| Henry White, Charles Starr, 
Hudson. C.Cummins, D.D. Thos. Houston, 


North River. Eliphalet Price, | 
Bedford. Jacob Green, John Owen, 
Long Island. _Ithamar Pillsbury, 
Long Island,2d. Chas. Webster. 
Of the Synod of New Jersey. 
Newark. Asa Hillyer, D.D. Obadiah Woodruff, 


Saml. Fisher, D.D. Jeseph Jackson. 
Elizabethtown. David Magie, Jonath. Townley, 
T. L. Janeway, John Little. 
N. Brunswick. Saml. Miller, D.D. John Voorhees, 


P.O.Studdiford, David Wynkoop, 
Newton. Geo. Junkin, D.D. Thomas McKeen, 
John Gray, G. R. King. 
Susquehanna. James C. Sharon, 
Montrose. John M. Babbit. 
Of the Synod of Philadelphia. 
Philadelphia,1st.Wm. Latta, Alex. Symington, 


S.G. Winchester, Wm. Fuhnestock, 
Do. (Synodical.) C.C.Cuyler, D.D. Isaac Snowden, 


New Castle. J. Magraw,D.D. James Wilson, 
J.N.C. Grier, Robert Ralston, 

Baltimore. J. Breckinridge, Archibald Geor 

Carlisle. John Moody, Robert Elliott, 

; Daniel McKinley, John King, 
Huntingdon. Samuel Hill, Ephraim Banks, 
Northumberl'd. John H Grier, _A. Ferguson, Jr. 
Dist.of Col. | Mason Noble, Thomas Vowell, 

Of the Synod of Delaware, — 
Philadelphia,2d. E.S.Ely,D.D. Wm. Darling, 
Albert Barnes, Thomas Elmes, 
Wilmington. E.W.Gilbert, Thos.C. Alrick. 
Lewes. Alex. Campbell. 
Of the Synod of Pittsburg. 


John Munson, Junkin, 


** But we have this treasure in earthen | Ha 
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Portage. Wm.Hanford, C.A. Stowell, 
Huron. E. Judson, James Boyd, 
Trumbull. Isaac Mclly 
Cleaveland. John Keys, . Steph. Whitmore, 
J. H. Ee John Ruple. 
. Of the Synod of Ohio. 

Columbus. James D.D. John Entrekin, 
Richland. Wm. Hughes, John Ewalt, 
Lancaster. James Culbertson, John Thompson, 
Athens. Hiram R. Howe, Ephraim Cutler, 
Weester. Jas. Snodgrass, Stephen Coe, 

Of the Synod of Cincinnati, | 
Chilicothe. Jas. H. Dickey. William Cook. 
Miami. -Jas. Coe, n Burrowes, 
Cincinnati. Alex. T. Rankin, D.W. Fairbank, 

James Gallaher Thos. D. Mitchell, 
Ozford. Thos. G. Hughes, B.C. Swan. 
Of the Synod of Indiana. 

adison. Jas. Blythe, D.D. Victor King, 
Vincennes. S.R. Alexander, Frederick Dahoof, 


Crawfordsville. L. G. Bell, Henry Robinson, 
Indianapolis. David Montfort. John Hendricks. 


Of the Synod of Illinois. 
Minois. Elisha Tenney, James Kerr, 
Kaskaskia. John Matthews, J. A. Ramsay, 
Sangamon. Lemuel Foster, 
Schuyler. Solomon Hardy, Mr. Wright, 
Ottawa. Jeremiah Porter, Wm. M. Stewart. 
Palestine. John C. Campbell. 
Of the Synod of Missouri. 

Missouri. 
St. Louis. Edwin T. Hatfield. 
St. Charles. 

Of the Synod of Kentucky. 
Louisville. NathanS.Rice, John Carr, 
Muhlenburg. 


Transylvania. T.Clelland,D.D. M.G. Youse, 


_W. Lexington. Robert Stewart, James Stonestreet. 


Ebenezer. Andrew Todd. James M. Preston. 


Of the Synod of Virginia. 
Tabor. 

Winchester, | Wm. Matthews, D. Williamson, 
West Hanover. Wm.Hill,D.D. T.M. Bondurant, 
J.H.C. Leach, Nelson Page, 
Lexington. John McElheney, David Ruffner, 
East Hanover. Robert Barwell. W.H. Pergram. 


Of the Synud'of North Carolina, 
Michael Osborn, 
Alex. Wilson, 
Jas. W. Douglass, H. G. Beatty. 
John Silliman. 

Of the Synod of Tennessee. 
Dugald McIntire, 


FE. M. Ea leton, 
Thomas Brown, 


Orange. 


Fayetteville. 
Concord. 


Abingdon. 
Union. 
Holstein. 
French Broad. Nathaniel Hood. 

Of the Synod of West Tennessee. 


W. Tennessee. Jas. M. Arnell, 7 

Nashville. J.T. Edgar, D.D. Robt. H. McEwen. 
Shiloh. George Newton, 

North Alabama. 

West. District. Hugh Wilson. 


Of the Synod of South Carolina and Georgia. 


S. Carolina. Hugh Dickson, David Lesley, 
Bethel. Jno. Leroy Davies, 7 
Hopewell. 


Charleston Un. Thomas Smith, 


rmony, Jno. Witherspoon, David Geor 
Georgia. Nath. A. Pratt, it 
Good Hope. 3 


Of the Synod of Mississippi and South Alabama, 


Mississippi. George Potts, 
South Alabama. Thos. Alexander, 


Tombigbee. 

Amitie. _ §. K. Hazard 

Tuscaloosa. Jos. B. Adams, Robt. B. McMullin 
Clinton. Jesse Stratton, 


Of the Synod of Michigan. 3 


Detroit. O. C. Thompson. Stephen C. Wells. 
St. Joseph. 
Monroe. Ashbel S. Wells. 
Corresponding Bodies. 
Gen. Association of Connecticut—Lauren P. Hickok, 
Hart Talcot. 


General Association of Massachusetts— 

General Association of New Hamoshire—Jac. Scales. 

General Convention of Vermont— 

General Synod of Reformed Datch Church— 

General Synod of German Reformed Church—D. Kam- 
merer. 

General Conference of Maine—S. White. 

Evangelical Consociation of Rhode Island. 


Messrs. Phelps, Krebs and Starr, were ap- 
pointed a Committee to report on certain com- 
missions which were not formally authenticated. 

The Assembly had a recess until 3 o’clock, 


P.M 


After recess, the constitutionality of the or- 
ganization of the Assembly was objected to, on 
the ground that Dr. William A. McDowell was 
the last Moderator present, and that the rule did 
not require that he should be a member of the 
Assembly. It appeared, that Dr. Ely in read- 
ing the rule, had interpolated his comment, by 
which many supposed that the rule required 
that the last Moderator present should be a 
commissioner, before he could be qualified to 
preside. It was accordingly moved to recon- 
sider the vote appointing Dr. Beman. On this 
motion an animated discussion took place. The 
motion for reconsideration was then put, and car- 
ried unanimously. Dr. Ely then moved that the 


‘| nomination of Dr. Beman be confirmed. The 


motion was lost by a vote of 113 to 74. Dr. 
McDowell was then invited to take the Chair. 
In the absence of the Permanent Clerk, Rev. 
Jacob Green was appointed in his place, pro tem. 

‘The Assembly then proceeded to the choice of 
a Moderator. Dr. Miller nominated Dr. Phillips 
of New York. Mr. Leach of Virginia, the 
author of the offensive resolutions on the Western 
Memorial, passed by the last General Assembly, 
and which were gravely pronounced inspired, 
was also nominated. Dr. Phillips received 117 
votes, and Mr. Leach 85; the former was ac- 
cordingly elected. Mr. Krebs of New York, 
was appointed temporary Clerk. 


Friday Morning, May 22d. 
The following committees were appointed. 

Committee of Overtures,—Messrs. David Elliott, 
Dr. Beman, Dr. Hoge, R. Stuart, H. Dickson, 
J. W. Witherspoon, ministers; and Messrs. E. 
Banks, T. McKeen, J. Owen, 'T. Snowden, J. 
Dunlap, elders. 

Judicial Committee.——Measrs. Dr. Blythe, 
Leach, Dr. Hill, Dr. Cuyler, Dr. Junkin, Dar- 
ling, A. Campbell, Walter Craig, James Lenox. 

Committee cn Mileage.—A. Symington, Charles 
Starr, G. Fenn. | 


Committee on leave of absence.—Dr. Fisher, Dr. 
Cleland, Messrs. Denoon, Matthews, Hayne. 


The Report of the Board of Education was 
eso by the General Agent, the Kev. John 

reckinridge, and notwithstanding it presented 
strong Presbyterian features, and expressed the 
determination of the Board to sustain no young 
man, who should be receiving his education in 
any of our Pelagian Seminaries, it was accepted 
and ordered to be printed. 

A communication was received from a Com- 
mittee of the Trustees of the General Assembly, 
in which they request leave to appropriate to the 
use of the Rev. Jonathan Winchester, about to 
visit Palestine on a benevolent mission, the sum 
of money, amounting to one hundred dollars, 
bequeathed to the Assembly to aid in the conver- 
sion of the Jews, by Mr. Lindsay. Mr. Breckin- 
ridge, J. Keep, and Thomas Brown, were ap- 
pointed to consider and report on this applica- 
tion. 

Dr. Hugh Campbell made a motion that it was 
expedient to elect a new Stated Clerk in place of 
Dr. Ely, who has so long been the opponent of 
the orthodox, and has set himself forth as the 
self-constitated organ of the Presbyterian Church. 


Redstone. A. O. Patterson, Dr. H.Campbell, 
Ohio. S. Ralston, D.D. Thos. Kiddon, 
Lemuel F. Leake, Geo. Denniston, 
Steubenville. C.C. Beatty, Samuel! Dunlap, 
Erie. Thos. Anderson, John McChord, 
Washington. David Elliott, Walter Craig, 
Beaver. Robert Dilworth, Andrew Smith, — 
Blairsville. Thomas Davis. David Johnson. 


Some apt passages were read from The Philadel-| 


‘numbers on.two grounds. 


phian, which is edited by the Doctor, to show the 
utter impropriety of his retaining any longer his 
present office. This business was unfinished 
when the Assembly adjourned. 

Friday Afternoon. 

Overture, No. 1.. Relating to the right of a 
member to take his seat, was taken up and re- 
ferred to a Committee. 

Overture, No, 2. Being an expression of the 
desire of thg: Presbyterian Church in New 
Castle, Delaware, to be restored to the Presby- 
tery of New Castle, was taken up and read; 
and after tome discussion mitted to the 
Committee of Overtures. 

Overture, No. 3. Containing the complaint of 
the Second Presbytery of Phijadelphia against 
the illegal encroachments of the Elective Affi- 
nity Presbytery, was referred with other papers 
relating to the same subject, to Messrs. Doug- 
lass, Todd, Wright, Carr, and Ramsay. 

It was made the order of the day for Monday, 
at 10 o’clock, to receive from the Presbyteries 
narratives on the state of religion. Messrs. Mont- 
fort, Magie, Boardman, Johnson, Waterbury and 
Talcott, were appointed the Committee on this 
subject. | 

Dr. Junkin presented a memorial, which was 
committed to the Committee of Overtures, 

The Directors of the Theological Seminary at 
Princeton, presented their Twenty-third Annual 
Report, whith was committed to Messrs. Hoge, 
Witherspoos, and Ward. In this connexion 
Dr. Junkin offered the following resolution, viz: 

Resolved, That a Committee be appointed to 
inquire whether any, and, if any, what provision 
can and ought to be made, to guard our Theo- 
logical Seminary at Princeton, against the influ- 
ence of yourg men, who‘ may be there, or come 
there, with a view to proselyte its students to 
doctrines inimical to its Standards. 

This drev forth much discussion. 
discussion ithe fues of the Seminary, and of 
Presbyterian order, became extremely sensitive, 
and stood forth boldly in the defence of Prince- 
ton; clamorusly demanding proof that the Se- 
minary was corrupt; they thought but now it 
was the very core of orthodoxy: and if things 
were thus bad, a Committee ought to be raised 
to go farther than was proposed. If unsound 
young men were there, and tolerated there, 
there must be, said these new friends, either 
defect in its constitution, or unfaithfulness 
in the administration of it. In short they de- 
manded proof: and laboured to induce the be- 
lief, that they were friends, and the advocates 
of the resolution of inquiry were enemies of 
the Seminary. This effort was unsuccessful. 


| It was abundantly proved on the floor, that young 
men had been there, who made it their main— 


business to disseminate false doctrine—opposed 
to the Confession of our Church—and even that 


they avowed this to be one main design of their 


coming to that Institution: this proof was abun- 
dant, and the fact was admitted. Now, the in- 
quiry was simply, whether it was right to allow 
such men to enter. The Professors, it was ad- 
mitted, had no power to keep them from enter- 
ing, but had ample power to dismiss them after- 
wards. Still it was thought, and for this it was con- 
tended, that it was much easier to Aeep out, than 
to put out. A child might shut the door and 
keep out a mad dog, when a man would jeopard 
his life in attempting to thrust him out alive, if 
once he had come in. 

The right of the Church to guard this Institu- 
tion, by obliging every man who came to it as a 
student, to sign an obligation, binding him also 
to abstain from divulging, inculcating, and la- 
bouring to proselyte to false doctrines, con- 
demned by our Confession of Faith, was strenu- 
ously maintained, and the idea, that this could 


| fairly be charged with an abridgement of the 


right of private judgment was denied. This 
was the true point of the debate. But, it 
was really amusing, to see how loving the New 
School became all at once; how they rallied 
round Princeton, and endeavoured to produce the 
impression, that it was charged with corruption ; 
they still tried to hide from themselves and the 
house, the distinction between the Seminary and 
the Andover and New Haven men, who come 
there to make proselytes. The house, however, 
is not made altogether of the material to be thus 
deluded; neither is the Christign public of Pitts- 
burg so obtuse of perception, amid all their 
smoke. \ 

The reference of this subject was finally made; 
the committee were, Dr. Hillyer, Dr. Hill, Mr. 
Winchester, Mr. Breckinridge and Mr. Craig. 


Saturday Morning, May 23d. 

The complaint of the Rev. Wm. Dewitt against 
the Synod of Philadelphia was reported by the 
Judicial Committee. 

The house was occupied in discussing a 
question, which involves the right of a mem- 
ber to a seat here as an Elder. It turns upon 
the principle that an elder who has by reason 
of having become unacceptable to the people 
and ceased to be an acting elder, can be a 


representative in the Assembly. It is contended 


on the one hand that he holds the power 
conferred in ordination. and if the Presbytery de- 
legate him he may act inthe Assembly. Another 
point however is involved. He was elected and 
ordained under an express limitation of time, with 
a view to rotation in office. His time expired 
and he was not re-elected. His seat is refused by 
1. Because his own ac- 
cepted condition of limitation cuts him off. 2. His 
ceasing to act cuts him off, and no man can bea 
member of Presbytery and Synod, but as a repre- 
sentative of a particular church: and if so, can he 
become a member of the higher court? 


Monday Morning May 25th. 


The reports on the state of religion were re-| 


ceived as the order of the day. 

The Committee of Overtures reported overtures 
from No. 9 to 15 inclusive. Overture No. 14 
concerning a Foreign Licentiate was taken up and 
committed to Dr. Fisher, Mr. J. Gray, and Mr. 
Edwards. 

The Judicial Committee reported a great variety 
of complaints and appeals as being in order, which 
were directed to be docketed. 

Agreeably to a standing rule the Assembly re- 
solved to spend the forenoon of Wednesday next 
in special religious exercises in the Ist church, 
and A. O. Patterson, Dr. Wisner, Mr. Patton, 
Mr. James Wilson and Robert Elliott were ap- 


pointed a committee to designate the persons who |. 


shall take part in those exercises and make all 
necessary arrangements for the meeting. 

The question involving the right of an Elder to 
a seat was Called up and the discussion renewed. 
It occupied a great part of the day; it was finally 
recommitted. 

The Report of the Board of Missions was pre- 
sented by the Corresponding Secretary the Rev. 
Wm. A. McDowell, which is a strong Presbyte- 
rian document, and was accepted without opposi- 
tion. 

Monday Afternoon, 

_ The report of the directors of the Union Theo- 
logical Seminary was read, accepted and ordered 
to be printed. 

Overture No. 11 on the observance of the Sab- 
bath was taken up and then committed. Discus- 
sion was continued on the case of Mr. Edson, the 
Elder. 

Tuesday Morning, May 26th. 

The Committee on Overtures reported various 
overtures, 

The Judicial Committee reported several cases, 
which were put on the docket. : 

The case of Mr. Edson was again resumed, 
and it was finally determined that he should re- 
tain his seat. 

Tuesday Afternoon. 


The Appeal of Mr. Bradford and others in relation 
to the Fifth Presbyterian church, Philadelphia, 
was made the order of the day for Friday. 

No other business of interest was transacted. 


In this | 


For the Presbyterian. 
LEXINGTON PRESBYTERY. 


Extract from a letter dated idge co. Va. 
May 18, 1835. : 


‘I attended the meeting of Presbytery at Har- 
rigonburgh. A great bat a business was done 
with much harmony and despatch. The preach- 
ing on that occasion fell below the usual charac- 
ter of Presbyterial preaching. Francis Dutton was 
ordained, and Mr. McFarland declined accepting 
the call to Richmond—wisely I think, for there 
is no man whose influence is so beneficially felt 
in the Lexington Presbytery, and I know of no 
Presbytery in the South which ie likely to do 
more for God and the world than this. There 
were fifty young men reported to Presbytery as 
actually engaged in studies preparatory to the 
ministry. It is believed there are more than that 
number, the report not being complete.” 


Mr, Editor,—The information contained in the 
preceding extract was so gratifying to my heart, 
that I am not allowed to keep it from the church. 
It was said by Rev. Mr. Chester after his return 
from Virginia, that not less than five hundred 
young men in that State were either seriously 
considering whether they should engage in the 
preparatory work for the ministry, or had already 
commenced to etudy. Nothing can be more gra- 
tifying to the Christian than the rapid increase’ 
of evangelical ministers of the Gospel, and no 
— is more sincerely offered by those who 
ove the church of Christ than that for the in- 
crease of labourers. The Lexington Presbytery 
is in the main sound in the faith, and has within 
a few years past been blessed with extensive and 
powerful revivals. May we not hope that the 
young men whom they are bringing forward to 
the ministry shall prove to be men of the same 
mind that was in Christ—men full of the Holy 
Ghost and of wisdom? 

Some of them, no doubt, shall go to the heathen. 
Two missionaries have already been furnished by 
that Presbytery; the Rev. S. R. Houston and 
lady, now at the island of Scio, both from Rock- 
bridge county. They have gone—let us pray that 
many others may follow. 

May I not here express a desire that has often 
filled my heart, that the churches of Lexington 
Presbytery could become acquainted with the 
plan, and interested in the operations of the Wes- 
tern Foreign Missionary Society. The Central 
Board of Missions is connected with the Ameri- 
can Board. But there are many, very many in- 
dividuals and churches in Virginia that would 
prefer the Western Society if it were brought be- 
fore them. Perhaps this could be said of the 
whole Lexington Presbytery. 

It would gladden the hearts of many Christians 
to hear of as large a number of candidates for the 
ministry in other Presbyteries. Or even smaller 
numbers from many Presbyteries would make us 
rejoice. In haste. Yours, &c. 

A VirGinia PRESBYTERIAN. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


AMERICAN INDEMNITY BILL PASSED. 


By the arrival at New York of the packet ship Napo- 
leon from Liverpool, whence she sailed on the 26th ult. 
We have the latest dates from all the principal cities of 
Europe. Tie most important part of the intelligence is 
the final passage of the Iudemnification Bill by the 
French Chamber of Deputies, by a majority of more than 
two to one. A proposition was made to pay the principal 
without interest—this was lost. It was then proposed 
that the payment be made ouly afier a satisfactory ex- 
planation as to the message of the President of the 
United States of December 2, 1834. This was carried, 
and it is probable some such explanation pro forma, 
would have been asked and received, had not the amend- 
ment been introduced. It will be seen by a reference to 
the President’s message, that the explanation was indeed 

iven in the message. After the language at which the 
Steet demur, the President adds: 

‘Such a measure ought not to be considered by France 
asa menace. Her pride and power are too well known 
to expect any thing from her fears, and preclude the ne- 
cessity of a declaration that nothing partaking of the cha- 
racter of intimidation was intended by us.’ 

England continues excited in relation to the new Min- 


rance Is quiet. 

Spain remains much as usual—some disturbance and 
fighting but nothing important has occurred. 

_ Portugal is pressing the young queen to another mar- 

riage. 

Money was abundant in England. Stocks advancing— 
Cotton Market very firm. 


FRANCE. 


The Paris papers of Sunday bring the whole report of 
the previous days proceedings io the Chamber of Depu- 
ties, by which it appears that the debate on the American 
claims has been brought to a close. ‘The bill, as amended 
by the Committee, proposing a grant of 25,000,000 francs 
was voted by a majority of 289 against 137. Accordin 
to an ainendment propused by General Valaze, to whic 
the Ministers assented and which was agreed to by the 
Chamber, the indemnity is not to be paid until after the 
French government shall have received satisfactory ex- 
planations with regard to the Message of the President 
of the Union, dated December 2d, 1834. ‘The other 
amendments—one, that no iuterest should be paid, and 
the other, that the interest should only commence from 
the date of the passing of the bill, were both Jost.’ 

AUSTRIA. 

Letters from Vienna state that the death of the late 
Emperor of Austria has excited the utmost agitation in 
Hungary, where the peasantry have joined with the 
States of the royal free towns in calling for reforms, 
which, under the preceding reign, they had but timidly 
ventured to demand. The Archduke Palatine is repre- 
sented to have addressed alarmiug reports on the subject 
to the Vienna court, and Prince Ferdinand, Governor of 
Transylvania, to have also informed that court of the 
—or of his military force to the critical state of 
affairs. 


THE PLAGUE IN EGYPT. 


According to accounts from Alexandria of the 23d ult. 
of 18,000 persons, who, up to that time, had been at- 
tacked by the place, 10,000 had died. A rigid quaran- 
tine has been ordered in the Mediterranean ports on ves- 
sels from Egypt. 


DOMESTIC INTELLIGENCE. 


Gas Works—The Philadelphia Gas Works are rapidly 
progressing. The pipes are about to be laid in the very 
heart of the city, and in the course of a few months some 
of our principal stores will no doubt present an unusually 
brilliant appearance, as the proprietors of several have 
already expressed their intention of making use of Gas. 


The Comet—A letter from Vienna announces that M. 
Lettrow, Director of the Observatory in that city, has re- 
ceived from tie celebrated English Astronomer, Her- 
schell, now residing at the Cape of Good Hope, the re- 
markable inteliigence that Haltey’s Comet, of which so 
much has been said, and which is positively expected in 
August this year, will not be visible, because it has long 
since changed the direction of its course, and now re- 
volves in a different orbit. A report by the German 
aStronomers on this important subject is expected very 
shortly and will be published. 


Casualty at a Baptism—While the ordinance of baptism 
was performing ow Sunday last, in the water at Fox Point 
near Providence, R. I. one of the boats which were filied 
with persons attending the ceremony, overset, and Mr. 
Wheaton Allen, aged nineteen, was drowned. Auother 
person was taken out of the water nearly lifeless, but after 
much effort was resuscitated. 


Naval—The U.S. schr. Shark, Lt. Com. Paulding arriv- 
ed at Gibraltar March 26—officers and crew all weil. The 
Delaware, Potomac, and John Adams were at Mahon ou 
the 21st, The U. S. sloop of war Vandalia was going 
into Vera Cruz, about eighteen days ago. ; 

Fatal Accident—Mr. Daniel Cari, ot Mountjoy town- 
ship, Adams co. Pa. while driving his team, and walking 
by the side of his wagon, on the 18th inst. accidentally 
fell, and the wheels passed over him, and injured him so 
much that he died in the course of a few hours. 


Great Fire—About a quarter past 12 o’clock on Thurs- 
day night a fire broke out in the upper part of the three 
story house No. 75 Barclay street New York, occupied 
below by S, B. Sutton as a clothing store, and above as 
a boarding house. The fire communicated to the adjoin- 
ing building No. 77, occupied by Mr. Jones as a paint 
and oil store, and thence spread in every direction with 
such rapidity, that in less than two hours nearly three 
fourths of the block bounded by Barclay, Greenwich, 
Robinson, aud Washington streets were destroyed. 


The Crops—Fruit—The hue and cry set up by specn- 
lators, about the destruction of the crops of grain, and 
the consequent scarcity of that important article of con- 
sumption, flour, is, as we expected it to be, completely 
disproved. We are informed that the late frost has not 
done the fruit any perceptible injury. The prospect o! 
an abundance of almost every description of fruit, is most 
encouraging.— Germantown T' 


Savannah, May 21—A negro woman named Delia, the 


rty of Mr. Charles Tiot, of this city, was killed | 
the oper Steam Saw Mill in this place on Tuesday af- 


ternoon last, in a distressing manner. She was employ- 
ed in removing saw dust from the mill, and while she was 
engaged, suddenly threw down her basket, on ber way to 
deposit its contents, and ran into the mill, Those without 
were soon attracted by her screams, when the unfortunate 
creature was found entangled in the machi and 
dreadfully mangled. Her head, we understand, was 
severed in two, and some of her limbs broken. When 
the poor creature was extricated, the vital spark had fled. 


Western Steamboat Routes—The following table of dis- 
tances, compiled from the new forthcoming *‘ Compre- 
hensive Atlas” of T’. G. Bradford, Esq. will give some 
idea of the immense facilities of intere cation io 
the valley of the Misssissippi, and between places in the © 
valley and on the Atlantic shores :—St. Louis to Fort 
Leavenworth, on the Missouri, 400 miles—St. Louis to 
the American Fur Company’s establishment, north of the 
Yellow Stone, 1800 miles—St. Louis to St. Anthony’s 
Falls, up the Mississippi, 900 miles—St. Louis to Pitts- 
burg, 1150 miles—si. poe to New Orleans, 1250 miles 
—Lite Rock, Arkansas, to Pittsburg 1500. Steamboats 
have ascended the Missouri 2100 miles from the Missis- 
sippi, or nearly 3500 miles from the Gulph of Mexico. 


Land Company—The Albany evening Journal sa 
lands sold since the 4th of March last, by the Holland 
Land Company. Four bundred and eleven thousand 
acres were disposed of at one sale, on the 4th inst. at one 
dollar per acre, cash.” . 


Another Steamboat Explosion—Sixty Persons Scalded. 
—We learn from the Cincinnati Republican, of the 23d 
ult., the painful intelligence that the Steamboat Majestic, 
while) stopping at Memphis, Tenn., on her way from 
New Orleans to St. Louis, on Wednesday, the 14th ult, 
exploded one of her boilers, while on the eve of shoving 
from the wharf at Mempiiis, producing a most melancholy 
loss of life and limbs. About sixty persons were scalded, 
a large portion of them mortally, and nearly all of them 
dangerously. 

The deck passengers were the exclusive sufferers. they 
were principally German emigrants. The cabin passen- 
gers were supposed to have entirely escaped. 

The collapse is supposed to have been occasioned by 
the passengers flocking upon one side of the boat, caus- 
ing it to careen, so as to produce a transfer of the water 
froin the starboard to the larboard boiler, Our informant 
was on shore at Memphis, and visited the house in which 
the wounded were confined. He represents the spectacle 
there exhibited, as heart-rending beyond conception. To 
add to the distress of the sufferers, the Cholera is prevail-_ 
ing at Memphis to an alarming extent. 

Thirty-four deaths by Cholera had already occurred, in 
that ill-tated city, up to the time of his departure, and four 
had transpired on the day of the accident. 

On this melancholy event the National Intelligencer 
justly cemark .s—“ Here is another of those dreadful dis- 
asters which proceed generally from a disregard of the 
most obvious dictates of prudence. The engineer proba- 
bly neglected, or wilfully forbore to let off the steam 
during the stoppage of the boat, and thus, perhaps, to 
save fifty cents worth of fuel, he destroyed forty lives. 


BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


Acknowledgment of Monies received and paid out at the Office 
of the Board, at Prince Edward, Va., since June last. 


In Subscription at Poplar Tent Cong. N.C. . 
0. do. Sugar Creek Cong. N. 

Rev. George Baxter, D.D. Ist and 2d installments of 
a Subseription, . . 

John McAlister, Danville, N.C. per Rev. D. Penick, 

Subscribers at Spring Creek, Va. per F. Penick, 

Wm. B. Green, Charlotte, Va. . . : 

Mrs, M. H, Carrington, doa, 

Henry A. Watkins, do. 3d installment, ° 

J. P. Marshall, do, 3d installment, . 

Rev. Andrew Hart, do, 2d installment, ° 

Rev. T. Pryor, on account, Nottoway Ch. Va. 

Mrs. Wornack, Va. installment of a Subscription, 

Coilections by the Rev. James Wood, 
Agent in N. Carolina and Virginia, 
from October last, . 

Of this the fullowing sum has been al- 
ready acknowledged, 


ou 
88 


$2577 89 


Total 


Office of the Board of Education, 
No. 29 Sansum St. Philadelphia, 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 


The subscriber begs leave publicly to express his 
thanks-to the individual, a member of the Ninth Presby- 
rian Church, Philadelphia, who had the kindness and 
liberality to constitute him a life member of the Presby- 
terian Foretgn Missionury Society of Philadelphia, aux- 
iliary to the Western Foreign Missionary Society, by the 
contribution of $10, in January last, during the subscri- 
ber’s absence in Europe. WM. J. GIBSON. 

Philadelphia, May 25th, 1835. 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 


Mr. Editor,—Allow me through the medium of your 
valuable paper, to return my thanks to the Ladies of my 
Congregation, (Greenwich, Warren county, N. J.) for 
their kinduess iu contributing Twenty-two Dollars to con- 
stitute me a Life Member of the “‘ American Tract So- 
ciety.” May these acts of Christian courtesy and kind- 
ness, which tend to endear a people to their Pastor, be 
greatly instrumental in scattering over the world these 
leaves of the tree of Life, which are for the healing of 


the nations. 
D. X. JUNKIN. 
May 27th, 1835. | 


ACKNOWLEDGMENT. 


The subscriber would hereby acknowledge with un- 
feigned gratitude, the liberality and kind regard of those 
Members of his Congregation, who have contributed the 
sum of Thirty Dollars, to constitute him a Life Member 
of the American Sunday School Union, 

ORSON DOUGLASS. 

Marietta, May 25th, 1835. 


PRINCETON SEMINARY. 


The subscriber acknowledges the receipt of $15 12 
from the Congregation of Huntingdon, Long Island, for 
Professor’s salaries in the Theological Seminary at 


Princeton. 
JOHN McDOWELL. 
Philadelphia, June 1st, 1835. 


NOTICE. 


A Colonization Meeting will be held at the Presbyterian 
Church, corner of Arch and Third streets, This Evening, 
at 8 o’clock precisely, 

Gov. Vroom, of New Jersey, the Rev. Dr De Witt, of 
New York, and Rev. Dr. Gesman, of Kingston (N. Y.) 
are expected to address the meeting, | 

Prince Peter Harris, just arrived fromAfrica, 
will be present. ‘ 


ORPHAN ASYLUM. 


The Rev. Jounn CHamBERs, Pastor of the Broad street 
Charch, (Independent, ) is engaged to preach at the Phila- 


past three o’clock. 


NOTICE. 


With the leave of Divine Providence, the Corner-stone 


of Roxborough, Pa., near the nine mile-stone, on 
next, the 8th inst., at 4 o’clock, P. M, 

As the General Synod of the Reformed Dutch Church 
will commence its session this week, in this city. it is ex- 
pected that a number of the clergy and lay delegates 
will be present on the occasion. An address will be de- 
livered, and a collectiun taken up in aid of the cause. 

Conveyances will be provided at the junction of the 
Ridge and Rail Road, to accommodate those who may 
feel disposed to attend. Cars to leave at half past two, 
corner of Ninth and Green street. 7 

Should the weather prove unfavourable, the ceremony 
will be postponed until the next fair day. 

June 1st, 1835. 


MISSIONARY SERMON. 

With Divine permission, a Missionary sermon will be 
preached hefore the General Synod of the Reformed 
Dutch Church in North America, an Sabbath evening 
next, the 7th inst., at the Church in Crown street above 
Race, by the Rev. David Abeel, a Missionary, lately re- 
turned from the East [ndies. 

Service will commence at 8 o’clock. 


June 2d, 1835. 


RELIGIOUS BOOKS. 


i Complete Works of John Howe, cheap edition. 
Price $4. The work to he completed in four paris 
of about 336 pages each; Part I. received. 

Helon’s Pilgrimage to Jerusalem ; a picture of Judaism 
in the Century which preceded the advent of our Saviour, 
Translated from the German of Frederick Strauss. 

The Mount Vernon Reader, a course of reading les- 
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tually committed by themselves, and they 
cold not be treated merely ae if they had per- 
formed the act. Mr. B. might at least frame 
the eccysation so that.it should not slay itself. 
. Again, on the same , “if the doctrine of 
imputation be true, it is certain they had not 
only had* sinned after the similitude of his 
transgression, but had sinned the very identt- 
cal stn. (Just above they had not committed 
it themselves.) . It'was_ like him; 
it was the very thing itself,” &c. p. 119. In 
like manmer, on p. 96, he says, if the righte- 


ousnesss of Christ is sct over to men, trans- 


ferred to them in any sense, then they are not 
ungodly. “ They are eminently pure, havea 
claim, not of grace, but of debt to the very 
highest rewards of heaven.” Mr. B. does not, 
we presume, at least he cannot consistently, use 


_ the word transfer in this passage, in the sense 


of transfusing, because he says in any sense ; 
and because he explains the word in the pre- 
vious page thus; The word is 
never used to denote imputing in the sense of 
transferring, or of charging that on one which 
‘does not properly belong to him.” Again, 
“‘no doctrine of transferring, or of setting 
over to a man what does not properly belong 


' to him, be it sin or holiness, can be derived 


therefore from this word.” He constantly in- 
terchanges the words impute, transfer, charge, 
reckon, setting over, as synonymous. The 
use of the word transfer therefore, instead of 
the word impute in the passage just quoted, 
does not relieve it from the objection that Mr. 
B. makes the doctrine of imputation to involve 
the transfer of moral character. It is hardly 
necessary to say that this is all a vain imagi- 
nation. The doctrine contains no such idea. 


. This is so familiarly known, and has been so 


fully proved in former numbers of this work 
that we shall not weary our readers with a 
repetition of the proof.f It is enough that the 
constant and familiar use of the word in the 
Scriptures which fixes its meanihg, shows that 
no such idea is intended; that the men who 
make this assertion contradict themselves con- 
tinually ; and that the use and explanation 
of the word in all the confessions of faith of 
the reformers, and in the writings.of standard 
authors, show that it conveys no such sense. 
We have already seen that on the same page 
Mr. B. makes the doctrine of the imputation 
of Adam’s sin to be, that men committed that 
very identical sin, and then that they are re- 
garded as if they had committed it. The op- 
posers of the doctrine tell us that the phrase 
to bear one’s sins, is to bear the punishment 
of them}; and the declaration of the prophet 
that the son shall not bear the iniquity of the 
father, is a positive denial of the doctrine of 
imputation ; of course, then, to impute the 
sin of one man to another, of a father to a son, 
is to punish the one for the sins of another, 
and not to transfer the moral character of one 
man toanother man. Thus they change about, 
first on one foot and then on another. The 


testimony of impartial men and even ra- 


tionalists we hope may have the effect of 
convincing even Mr. B. of his mistake on 
this subject, and of leading him to feel some 
remorse for his caricature of one the most 
generally received doctrines of the Reforma- 
tion. Prof. Stuart, p. 534, speaking of the 
Reformed churches says, “ The prevailing 
sentiment has been, that the sin of Adam is 
charged to us; and that on account of this, as 
well as hereditary depravity, independently all 
of actual sin we are justly subjected to the pen- 
alty of thesecond death. Melancthon called this. 
impia opinio, ut first; but seems gradually to 
have given way toit.” According to this to im- 
pute is to charge to, not to transfer moral cha- 
racter. The statement of Prof.S., however, that 
the prevailing sentiment was that men were 
condemned to the second death on account of 
Adam’s sin, is not correct; but the loss of 
original righteousness and consequent cor- 

ruption of nature is almost constantly pre- 
sented as the penal evil which we suffer in 

consequence of that sin. See Bretschneider 
Dog. vol. ii. p. 33, where he quotes the 

Augsburgh Conf., * per lapsum, justo Dei 
judicia (in poenam hominum) Justitia con- 
creata seu originalis amissa est, defectu illo, 
&c. humana natura ita corrupta est,” d&c. 

*‘ By the fall, through the just judgment of 
God, concreated or original righteousness as 

a punishment ‘for men, was lost, and by that 

defect—human nature was corrupted,” &c. 

it should be remarked by the way that corrup- 

tion of nature is not as Prof. S. and others 

constantly affirm, a positive infusion of evil, 

but the consequence of the loss of original righ- 

teousness. The same author further remarks, 

‘“‘that the loss of the image of God was re- 

garded as a punishment of Adam’s sin, lies 

in the assertion of the Apology, i. p. 58. 

Defectus et concupiscentia sunt peenae (i. 

e. des Adamitschen Vergehens von dem die 

Rede ist,”) &c. 

But to return to the nature of imputation. 
Bretschneider, p. 60, defines the imputation 
of Adam’s sin to be, “ Judicium Dei secun- 
dum quod hemines omnes ob peccatum pri- 
mum merti sunt obnoxii.” ‘ That judgment 
of God by which al! men on account of the first 
sin are exposed. to death,” or penal evil. 
Knapp (Lectures on Theology, § 76,) says, 
the imputation of Adam’s sin amounts to this, 
*‘God punishes the descendents (of Adam) 
on account of the sin of the first parent.” 
These men do not believe the doctrine ; they 
are merely giving a historical statement of 
what the doctrine is. The former of these 
writers in speaking of the doctrine of the 
Reformed Churches on justification says, 
«©The Confessions contradict the scholastic 
idea of justification adopted by the Romish 
Church, viz. that it was an act of God, by 
which he communicated to men a habitual 
righteousness (justitia habitualis, infusa) that 
is, rendered them virtuous. They regarded 
it far more as a forensic or judicial act by 
which the moral relation of men to God, not 
men themselves, were changed, at least not 
immediately.” ‘It consists 1. of the impu- 
tation of the merit of Christ. 2. Remission 
of punishment. 3. Restoration of the divine 
favour, and of the happiness forfeited by sin.” 
‘“‘Imputation of righteousness, according to 
the symbolical books, is that judgment of 
God, by which he treats us as though we had 
not sinned, but had fulfilled the law, or as 
though the merit of Christ were our own.” 
Fntwickelung p. 631, &c. “ This imputation 

# We presume there is a cal mistake in 
this clause, how it is with the phrase, “it was precisely 
like him,” we do not know. 

+See Biblical Repertory, 1830, p. 425, 1831, p. 407, 
and the Review of Prof. Stuart's Romans, (1833,) whose 
objections and assertions Mr. B. repeats. 


|\(of Christ’s righteousness) is not the trans- 
| mission or transfusion of the righteousness of 
Sdevtity, another into them which are to be justified, 


that they should become perfectly and inher- 
ently righteous thereby. For it is:impossible 
that the 1ighteousness of one should be trans- 
fused into another, to become his subjective- 
ly and inherently.” Owen on Justification, 
pe 242. The ground of this imputation, 
whether of sin o1 holiness, is not a mysterious 
confusion of identity, but the union of repre- 
sentation and headship. ‘The sin of Adam 
was imputed unto all his posterity. And the 
ground thereof is, that we stood in the same 
covenant with him who was our head and re- 
presentative.” Owen p. 236. So our own 
standards, “The covenant being made with 
Adam not only for himself but for all his pos- 
terity,” &c. Fisher in his exposition of the 
Catechism asks, “ Q. Upon what account 
is Adam’s first sin imputed to his posterity ? 
A. On account of tlie legal union betwixt him 
and them, he being their legal head and repre- 
sentative, and the covenant being mace with 
him not for himself only, but for his posterity.” 
So far from the idea of identity of person and 
transfer of moral character being included in 
the doctrine of imputation, it. was constantly, 
formally and strenuously denied, in all the 
controversies of the Reformers and their suc- 
cessots with the Papists, who made then the 
objections which are now so confidently urged 
in the nineteenth century.* ‘This doctrine is, 
as we have secn from the testimony of its op- 
posers, the doctrine of the Reformation; re- 
ceived and cherished by all parties as essen- 
tial to the doctrine of the fall and justification. 
The late Dr. J. P. Wilson, in his notes to 
Ridgly’s Body of Theology, quotes, and no 
doubt with approbation, a long passage from 
Fuller, in which he asserts his faith in the 
doctrine of the imputation of our sins to 
Christ, and of his righteousness to us, and 
adds, *‘ Were I to relinquish either the one or 
the other, I should be at a loss for ground on 
which to rest my salvation.” He then goes 
on to explain the doctrine very nearly in the 
terms common to the writers of the time of 
the reformation, and to the great body of 
Lutheran and Calvinistic divines, and in op- 
position to the perversions and extravagances 
of certain Antinomians. 

We do not think it requisite to go over 
Mr. B’s objections to this doctrine in detail, 
because they are so generally founded on a 
wnisapprehension of its nature, that a correct 
statement of the doctrine is all the refuta- 
tion they need. Others of them are mere 
repetition of assertions a hundred times re- 
butted already. We must say a few words 
on one or two of his most confident declara- 
tions. 1. He says, page 95, that he has 
examined all the places in which the word 
rendered to impute occurs in the Old Testa- 
ment, and that there is not one in which it 
is used in the sense of reckoning or imput- 
ing to a man that which does not strictly 
belong to him.”? He makes the same asser- 
tion with regard to its use in the New Tes- 
tament. Again, page 128, **It is an un- 
scriptural use of the word impute. ‘That is 
never used to denote the charging of an act 
on a man which does not properly belong to 
him.”? Supposing all this to be true, of 
what account is it? If the word signifies to 
lay to one’s account, to regard and treat as 
righteous or as wicked—then, is it a strictly 
correct and scriptural use of the word to 
make it express the idea that one man is re- 
garded and treated as though he had done 
what he has not done, or what another did. 
This idea is, confessedly, included in the 
phrase, to bear the iniquity of any one, to be 
regarded and treated as having committed his 
offence. ‘The ancient law commanded that 
children should not be thus treated. The 
children should not bear the imputation of 
the sin of the parent; nor the parent that of 
the children. If, therefore, Christ is said to 
** bear our sins;”’ to be treated as a sinner; 
or We are said to be made righteous, or so 
regarded and treated on account of his righ- 
teousness, then is the doctrine taught as 
plainly as Janguage can teach it. ‘That is, 
the idea is expressed, and that too according 
to the admission of those whe reject the doc- 
trine in question. The objection that the 
word impute does not occur in relation 
to this subject is of no more weight than 
that the words trinity, original sin, &c., do 
not occur in the Bible. But the reader wil: 
be surprised to hear, that the confident as- 
sertions of Mr. B. are not only in direct 
contradiction to the fact, but are made while 
commenting on a chapter in which the word 
occurs twiee in the very sense in which he 
so repeatedly asserts it never occurs in the 
whole Bible. Paul, chap. iv. 6, says, God 
imputes righteousness to the ungodly. Here, 
surely, something is ascribed to men, which 
dues not strictly and properly belong to them. 
That is, they are treated as if they were, or 
had done what they are not, or have not per- 
formed. And again, in verse 11, “That 
righteousness might be imputed unto them 
also.” We turned with inquiring eyes from 
Mr. B’s assertions to his commentary on 
these passages; and although the reader 
may scarcely credit it, there is not a word 
said in order to reconcile these declarations 
of the Apostle with his previous statement. 
So far from it, he goes on, in happy uncon- 
scivusness of any contradiction, to state the 
very reverse of what he just before as- 
serted. He tells us “he imputeth righte- 
ousness,” means to treat as righteous“ he 
reckons and treats him as a pardoned and 
righteous man.” Yet, speaking of this same 
subject, page 148, he says, “God reckons 
or imputes things as they are, not as they 
are not.” Is then the ungodly, the man 
without works, strictly and properly righte- 
ous? So on verse 1], “that righteousness 
might be imputed to them,” Mr. B. says, 
means, “might be accepted and treated as 
righteous.” It is therefore by the author’s 
own admission agreeable to scriptural usage 
to employ the word impute in the sense of 
ascribing to a man what does not personally 
belong to him; and of treating him accord- 
ingly - So also in the Old Testament, Lev. 
xvile 4, it is said, If a man offer, a sacrifice 
and do not bring a part of it to the door of 
the tabernacle, ‘blood, i.e. blood guilti- 
ness—murder—shall be imputed to that 
man.” ‘That is, he shall be regarded and 
treated as having done what in fact he did 
not do. See Rosenmueller on that pas- 
sage. 

2. The objection most frequently uged is, 
that the doctrine of imputation is a theory, 
mere theory, philosophy, a speculation, &c. 
These, however, are mere words of course, 


*Mr. B. makes one general reference to Edwards on 
Original Sin, in support of his assertion. But he con- 
founds what Edwards says, to account for the trans. 


mission of hereditary depravity, with imputation. 


men who think for themselves. After hav- 
ing ascertained what the meaning of. the | 
word impute is: the only question is, whe- 
ther the Scriptures teach the fact that the 
sin of Adam and the righteousness of Christ 
are imputed to men. If the word means to 
regard and treat an individual as though he 
had performed the act imputed, then our 
only inquiry is, do the Scriptures teach 
that men are regarded and treated as sin- 
ners on account of what Adam did; and 
are they regarded and treated as + go 
on account of the work of Christ? We 
affirm that they do assert both these facts | 
as clearly as language can express ideas. 
The mere subterfuge, therefore, of creating 
a diversion by crying out theory, meta- 
physics, philosophy, can produce no effect. 

3. Mr. B. insists that Adam was not the 
representative and federal head of his race. 
‘The words representative and federal head 
are never applied to Adam in the Bisle. The 
reason is, that the word representative im- 
plies an idea which could not exist in the 
case—the consent of those who are — 
ed.” p. 121. This is new tous. We have 
always thought that a representative was one 
properly appointed to act for another. We 
did not know that it supposed one, and one 
only method of appointment. Under the 
British constitution not a twenty-fifth part 
of the people have the right of suffrage, and 
yet the Parliament is regarded as tepresent- 
ing the whole nation, and their acts are bind- 
ing upon all. In France the proportion 1s 
still less. And even in our own country not 
more probably than one-sixth of the people 
have a voice in the choice of the representa- 
tives of the whole. In common lifea parent, 
or a court of justice may and does very often 
appoint guardians, who are the legal repre- 
sentatives of their wards, and all their acts 
binding as such. If it is competent for an 
earthly parent to appoint a representative for 
his children without their consent, we are at 
a loss to discover why our heavenly Father 
may not do so also. Whether he has done 
so or not is a mere question of fact, although 
as usual pronounced by Mr. B.a * mere phi- 
losophical speculation.” ‘The question 1s, 
whether Goud determined that Adam should 
act in the great trial to which he was sub- 
jected for himself alone, or also for his pos- 
terity? If the Scriptures and experience 
answer in the affirmative, the question is 
settled. Do the Scripturs, then, teach that 
the act of Adam decided any thing for his 
race—did it bring upon them the manifesta- 
tions of the divine displeasure? The ques- 
tion is almost too plain to need an answer. 
The truth is written on every page of the 
Bible and of the history of the world, 5o 
plainly, indeed, that the editors of the Chris- 
tian Spectator freely admit that Adam was 
not on trial for himself only, but also for his 
posterity ; and Mr. B. himself admits it, as 
we shall presently see. . 


4. The author has a great many small ob- 
jections, which we have not time or space to 
notice particularly. Such as that the phrase 
“sinned in Adam, conveys no idea.” It 
does to most minds convey an idea as plain 
as when Levi is said to have ** paid tithes in 
Abraham;” or that **in Adam all die, in 
Christ all shall be made alive;” or the every 
day expression, the people of the United 
States in Congress assembled, &c. &c. &c. 
So also he says, ‘* the expression ‘to sin by 
imputation’ is unintelligible, and conveys no 
idea.” We do-not know that it does, and 
only wonder why he used it. It has nothing 
to do with the doctrine of imputation; we 
never saw the expression to the best of our 
recollection, any where but in Mr. B.’s and 
Professor Stuart’s writings. Again, he says, 
‘¢It is utterly absurd to suppose that men, 
from the time of Adam to Moses, were sin- 
ners only by | p- 119. We think 
so too, and never Heard of a man who either 
said or thought so. Professor Stuart again is 
the only authority that we know of who sus- 
tains Mr. B. in the pertinency of this objection; 
and he charges this opinion on ‘Tholuck and 
Schott, neither of whom believes in imputa- 
tion at all. Again, Mr. B. says that the doc- 
trine of imputation is a mere explanation; 
and yet explains nothing, but only adds a 
new difficulty. It is no explanation at all. 
It is a mere statement ofan acknowledged and 
often asserted scriptural fact, that the sin of 
Adam was the ground of the infliction of 
penal evils on all his posterity, and the 
righteousness of Christ the ground of the jus- 
tification of all his people. 


5. A more serious objection is that it is 
inconsistent with our moral consciousness, 
and instinctive sense of justice. We admit 
this objection to be true and valid against 
Mr. B.’s idea of imputation; but deny that it 
has the least force against the true doctrine 
on the subject. ‘The appalling fact is, and 
one which Mr. B. and every other man in 
the world has to meet and reconcile as he 
can with the divine character, that sin every 
where exists throughout the world; and that 
the universal sinfulness and misery of men 
were made to depend on the one act of one 
man. ‘Tais Mr. B. admits, and by admitting 
it, is burdened with the whole difficulty. 
The only difference between him and us, Is, 
that he refuses to receive this fact as it is 
stated and taught in the sacred Scriptures, 
while we are contented to abide by the simple 
truth in the form in which it is there pre- 
sented. ‘The Apostle says that men are con- 
demned for the sin of Adam; Mr. B. denies 
this, but asserts that they endure the evil of 
which Paul speaks, but that the evil is not 
penal. ‘The question is not about the amount 
of the evil, for this Mr. B. makes as great as 
Paul, or the advocates of the doctrine of im- 
putation. ‘The question is about the form 
of the evil, Paul says it is a condemnation ; 
Mr. B. says it is a natural or arbitrary con- 
sequence. We greatly prefer the Apostle’s 
view of the subject. 


Notwithstanding all the objections urged 
against this doctrine, and the obloquy 
which he endeavours to fasten upon it, Mr. 
B. teaches it to its full extent. On age 122, 
he says, **men are indubitably affected b 

the sin of Adam; as, e.g. by being born wit 

a corrupt disposition, with loss of righteous- 
ness, and subjection to pain and wo.” Here 
are evils inconceivably great and dreadful, 
which are declared to come on all men, prior 
to all agency or concurrence of their own, 
for a sin committed some thousand years be- 
fore their birth, and beyond their control. 
Further than this, who need wish to go? 
Further, the Scriptures, the reformers, our 
own standards, and the great body of old 
orthodox divines do not go. Let Turrettin 
speak in the name of all. He says express- 


and amount to nothing in the estimation of | privative; (quia est causa privationis jJastitiz 


Originalis,) as to positive inflictions, they are 
not imposed until we are personally corrupt. 
(Quia isti poene obnoxie nos sumus, nisl 
nati et corrupti sumus.) 

IV. On the all important subject of justi- 
fication Mr. B.’s views do not appear to be 
very definite. We have not been able to 
find any clear and comprehensive statement 
of the doctrine. Scattered about under dif- 
ferent passages of the Epistle there are de- 
clarations which if combined may make out 
such a statement, but even on this subject 
there is the same want of consistency we 
have noticed on those already referred to. 
We have already seen that he presents seve- 
ral different views of the relation of faith to 
justification. 1. He tells us ** that faith is 
reckoned as righteousness,” which can only 
inean that it is taken in place of righteous- 
ness, it was so regarded and treated. As 
‘Suncircumcision is reckoned as circumci- 
sion;” the one is regarded as if it was the 
other. ‘This makes faith the ground of jus- 
tification. 2. He tells us that faith is not 
the meritorious ground of our acceptance, 
but the instrumental cause, the sine qua non, 
the condition of our justification. 3. He 
teaches that it is the means of acceptance 
because it evinces a certain state of mind, a 
state of friendship and reconciliation to God; 
not because it embraces the offer of Christ 
and relies upon his merit for acceptance. 
See the Notes on ch. iv. especially on verses 
3 and 22. 


On the question what is the ground of the 
sinner’s acceptance there is still the same 
defect. It is in reference to this subject 
that one of the most exceptionable passages 
in the whole book occurs. On p. 96, he says; 
‘¢but if the doctrine of the Scriptures was 
that the entire righteousness of Christ was set 
over to them, was really and truly theirs, and 
was transferred to them in any sense, with 
what propriety could the Apostle say, God 
justified the ungodly. If they have all the 
righteousness of Christ as their own, as really 
and truly as if they had wrought it out them- 
selves, they are not ungodly. They are 
eminently pure, and have a claim, not of 
grace but of debt, to the very highest rewards 
ofheaven.” Mr. B. tellsus that the word ren- 
dered to impute signifies to reckon, to charge 
on one, to set over to, &c.* When therefore 
Paul speaks uf ‘the blessedness of the man 
to whom the Lord imputeth righteousness,” 
he speaks of righteousness being reckoned to 
him, or set over to him. Yet the author 
does not think or say that he teaches that the 
righteousness becomes a personal and moral 
attribute of the man to whom it is imputed. 
He says it means merely that the. man is re- 
warded and treated as righteous. How ut- 
terly inconsistent then to say, that if the 
righteousness of Christ is set over to the be- 
liewer he is eminently pure, &c. On the 
other hand, if he means what he says, that Is, 
if he denies that the righteousness of Christ 
is in any sense set over to the believer, or 
reckoned tv him, he denies the very essence 
of justification ; i. e. he denies that the merit 
of Christ is the ground on which the sinner 
is regarded and treated as righteous; for he 
tells us that to impute righteousness is ‘* to 
reckon and treat as pardoned and righteous,” 
ch, iv. 6. To say therefore that the righte- 
ousness of Christ is not set over, or reckoned, 
to the believer, is to say it is not the ground 
of his being reckoned aud treated as righteous. 
The doctrine, however, which Mr. B. seems 
here so explicitly to deny, he has taught 
elsewhere in nearly these identical words— 
(See his Expose before the Synod,t) and in 
perfectly equivalent terms in various parts 
of the book before us. On p. 85, he explains 
being justified, * being treated asif righte- 
ous; that is, being regarded and treated as 
if they had kept the law.” How ia it the 
ungodly are so regarded and treated? Not 
on account of their own works ; to them it Is 
entirely a matter of grace. ** It does not 
mean,” he adds, **that it has been obtained 
without price or merit from any one, for the 
Lord Jesus has purchased it with his own 
blood, and to him it is a matter of justice 
that those who were given to him should be 
justified.” On the passage, ch. v.19, “ by the 
obedience of one shall many be made righte- 
ous.” He says, ‘ Be made, means to appoint, 
to become. ‘The Apostle has explained the 
mode in which this is done i. 17, 111. 24—26, 
iv. 1—5. That explanation is to limit the 
meaning here. No more are considered 
righteous than become su in thut way,” i.e. 
by faith in Christ. In these passages then 
it is taught that even the ungodly become 
righteous, are so considered and treated on 
account of the merit or obedience of Christ. 
It is even a matter of justice to the Redeemer 
that all his people should be justified It is 
very much to be regretted that a man who 
can write thus, should in words deny this 
very doctrine and urge against it the very 
objection which the Papists were constantly 
urging against the Reformers. The former 
maintained that men were justified by being 
made personally just or virtuous; the latter 


by having the righteousness of Christ imputed 


to them, or set to their account, so that on 
that ground they could be regarded “as if 
they had kept the law.” This was the doc- 
trine of the Reformers universally, as every 
one knows, and as we proved above by the 
testimony of’ Bretschneider, and which ma‘ 
be seen to be correct by any one who will 
take the trouble to consult the Confessions 
of that period. The grand question was 
whether men are justified by inherent, or by 
imputed righteousness. ‘This is the doctrine 
which even Fuller, as quoted by Dr. Wilson, 
says if he rejected, he “should be at a loss 
for ground on which to rest his salvation.” 
Yet this is the doctrine which Mr. B. in words 
explicitly rejects. We say in words, be- 
cause he himself teaches it in th 
just quoted and in many/others in the course 
of his book. He often gays, that works or 
personal obedience is not the ground of our 
acceptance; that faith is pot, it is only the 
instrumental cause, ch. ij. 30. That it is 
by the obedience of Christ that we become, 
or are considered righteots, &c. &c. 
though the truth on this \subject may be 
gleaned from detached portipns of this com- 
mentary and put together asa whole, yet the 
denial of this same truth in such a book, is a 
great evil, much greater than that of incon- 
sistency merely. The same remark is appli- 
cable to Mr. B.’s statements in reference to 
the doctrine of ability, depravity, and impu- 


these and other explanations of the word are given. 

+t “The author,” (Mr. B. is speaking of himself.) 
*‘ fully affirms that he receives and teaches the doctrine, 
that men are justified by the righteousness of Christ, 
and not at all by their own works and deserts, that it is 


ly. vol. i. p. 680, that the punisment directly 
inflicted on account of Adam’s sin is merely 


reckoned to them, or, set over to their account for all the 
purposes of their salvation.” 


* Compare the Notes on ch. iv. verses 3, 5, 8, where : 


tation. On all these, and on other subjects, 
propositions might be selected frum this work 
directly at variance with the Scriptures, and 


same subjects another set of propositions 
might be extracted directly contradicting the 
furmer, and in perfect accordance with the 
system of doctrines which he has professed to 
believe. The evidence of the correctness of 
this remark, we have already exhibited. 
This book is stereotyped: stereotyped as it 
was, for the first time, passing through the 
press. Whoelse, under similar circumstan- 
ces, would have put a work on such a sub- 
ject beyond the reach of alteration and cor- 
rection? We are the more surprised at this, 
as Mr. B. is so strong an advocate for the 
progressive improvement of Theology. It 
would appear natural that he should have 
allowed room for bis own growth, instead of 
submitting to the process of petrifaction in 
his present state. 

otwithstanding the difficulty attending a 
change now, we feel persuaded that Mr. B's 
conscience will furce him to make such altera- 
tions at least, as shall bring the different 
parts of his work more into harmony with 
each other. ‘lo remain where he is now 
seems Impossible. He must either strike 
out the statements characteristic of the sys- 
tem of doctrines taught in the Confession of 
Faith; or those which are directly at vari- 
ance not only with that system, but with his 
own declarations. He can hardly hold all 
sides of the same question at the same time. 
If instead of trying, as really seems to be 
often the case, to exaggerate the points of 
difference, and to make the most of what- 
ever error he does hold, by stating it in the 
most offensive and irritating manner possi- 
ble, he should follow the example of Paul, 
in trying to give none offence, neither to the 
Jews, nor to the Gentiles, nor to the Church 
uf God; he would do more to promote the 
cause to which he is. devoted than in any 
other way. As the book now stands, it 
must give great and unnecessary offence, be- 
cause it abounds with the most confident as- 
sertions at variance with the Standards of 
the Church, on al] the vitally important sub- 
jects mentioned above. We say unneces- 
sary Offence, because these statements -are 
gratuitous and uncalled for, and appear to 
arise from a morbid and irritated state of 
wind. They are not necessary to the exhi- 
bition of the author’s opinions, for he con- 
tradicts them all. It is our sincere hope 
and prayer that he may live to purge his 
book from its inaccuracies and errors, and 
send it fourth imbued with the true doctrines 
of the Apostles, to be a source of blessing to 
the multitudes who read it. ‘ 

In the conclusion of this article we beg 
our readers to bear in mind, that our review 
is not of an aggressive character. ‘The buok, 
which we have been examining, contains a vio- 
lent, and, as we must think, gratuitous attack 
upon some of the most important doctrines 
of the Church. If there be, therefvre, an 
offensive and defensive attitude, in relation 
to this subject, we certainly are in the latter. 
Had Mr. Barnes adhered to his design, and 
given, according to his own views, “the 
real meaning of the Epistle, without any re- 
gard tojany existing theological system,” what 
a different book would he hase produced! So 
far however from his havingno regard for any 
system, the system of doctrines contained 
in the Standards of the Presbyterian Church 
seems to have been constantly before his 
mind. Instead of simply stating and de- 
fending his own views, he frequently and at 
length attacks those of the Confession of 
Faith. He goes out of his way repeatedly 
for this very purpose; introducing — these 
topics where the passage on which he com- 
ments, gives not even a plausible pretext for 
so doing. That those wha love and revere 
these doctrines as the sacred truth of God, 
and as intimately associated with the spiri- 
tual and eternal interests of themselves and 
and their fellow-men, should feel anxious to 
show that the interpretations on which his 
objections rest are incorrect; that the doc- 
trines themselves, being misapprehended by 
the author, are misrepresented, can be to no 
man a matter of surprise. As Jittle can it 
admit of doubt, that it is the duty of all” 
such persons, to do what they can to vinii- 
cate these truths, and to disabuse the public 
mind of the erroneous impressions which in- 
correct statements respecting them cannot 
fail to produce. If there is evil therefore 
in religious controversy, the blame must rest 
on the assailants, not on the defendants. 
While nothing should be done through 
strife or vain glory, but each should es- 
teem others better than themselves, we are 
required to stand fast, in one spirit, with 
one mind, striving together for the faith of 
the Gospel. 


HAMS. 


5 First quality Western Hams; 200 do. do. Jer- 
sey do.; Fine Smoked Tongues; Dried Beef; 
Bologne Sausage; Pine Ape Sap Sago, Swiss, Gruyere, 
Parmasan, and Medal Cheese; Fresh Olives, Capers, 
Anchovies and Pickles of al] descriptions; Lemon and 
Ginger Syrup, &c. &c. For sale by 
JAMES R. WEBB. 
Temperance, Family Grocery Store S. W. corner of 
Dock and Second streets. 


MUSICAL MAGAZINE. 


THE Musical Magazine edited by Thomas Hastings, 
author of Spiritual Songs, &c. 
This work is published monthly, 2 50 cents per annum. 
Its object is to furnish useful pieces for the parlour, the 
practice room, and the choir. 
Subscriptions received b : 

HENRY PERKINS, 

159 Chestnut street. 


NEW BOOKS. 


‘TOL 2 Barnes’ Noteson Acts; Helon’s Pilgrimage to 

Jerusalem, a picture of Judaism, m the century 
which preceded the advent of our Saviour. Translated 
from the German of Frederic Strauss. Revised and 
abridged by Baron Stow, Boston; A Mother’s Hints for 
the improvement of Early Education and Nursery Disci- 
pline; Spiritual Despotism. By the author of Natural 
History of Enthusiasm; Narrative of a Second Voyage 
in search of a N, W. passage, and of a Residence in the 
Artic Regions. during ry een 1829, 30,31, 32 33. By Sir 
John Ross, Capt. Royal Navy. For sale by 
HENRY PERKINS, 

159 Chesnut street. 


LIFE OF ELIJAH. 


i ge day is published, the Life of Elijah, written for 
the American Sunday School Union and sold at the 
Bookstore 146 Chesnut street, price 27 cts, The book is 
divided into ten chapters, with an introduction ; and, the 
many remarkable incidents of Elijab’s life are related 
under the heads of Elijah at the Brook Cherith, at Zare- 
hath, Description of Mount Lebanon, Restoration of the 
Vidow’s Son to Life, Elijah meeting Ahab; ee 
the prophets of Baal, in the Desert, Naboth’s Vineyard, 
Calling down fire from Heaven, Ascending in a fiery 
chariot to Heaven. 
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PRINTING. 


OOK PRINTING, Pasrutets, Circutars, Carns, 
B Hanpsitts, Bitts or Lapinc, Cuecks, and 
Printing in all its branches, neatly and oe gE 
executed at the Office of Tue Pressyterian, No. 
Gcorge strcet, on reasonable terms. 


vols. Sharp (Archbishop.) do. 6 vols. 
vol. Bishop Butler’s. do. 1 vol. Hooker’s, do. 3 vols. Ha- 
lyburton’s, do. 1 vol. Jones of Nayland, 13 vols. Bioom- 


VALUABLE THEOLOGICAL BOOKS. 


( WEN’S WORKS, 21 vols. do. on the Hebrews, 7 


vols. do. Theologia, 1 vol. Simeon’s Works, 21 vols. 


the standards of his own church, while on the | Lightfoot’s do. 13 vols. Tillitson’s do. 10 vols. Hey- 
wood’s do. 5 vols. Howe’s do. 1 vol. Matthew Henry’s 
do. 1 vol. Hervey’s do. 5 vols. Sherlock’s do. 5 vols, 


Barrow’s, 7 vols. Watts (Isaac,) 6 vols. Lardner’s, do. 10 
ridge, do 1 


eld’s Critical Digest, 8 vols. Prideaux’s Connections, 2 . 
vols. Watts’ Sermons, 1 vol. Latimer’s, do. 2 vols. Hors- 

ley’s, do. 1 vol. Pittman’s, do. 2 vols. Jortin’s, do. 3 vols. 

Gordon’s do. on the Church Catechism, 3 vols. do on the 

Homilies, 2 vols. Falconey, do. 1 vol. Middleton’s do. 1 

vol. Le Mesuriers, do. 1 vol. Bariass, do. 1 vol. Porteus, 
1 vol. Gurnall’s Christian Armour, 4 vols. Robinson’s 
Scripture Characters, 1 vol. Mosheim’s Church History, 
I vol. Wattson’s Body of Divinity, 1 vol. Martin Lu- 
ther’s Commentary on the Psalins, 2 vols. Dewar’s Mo- 

ral Philosophy, 2 vols. Knox’s History of the Reforma- 
tion. 1 vol. Haweis’ Church History, 3 vols. Jameson on 
the Deit of Christ, 2 vols. Tomline’s Christian Theology A 
2 vols. Ellis on Divine Things, 1 vol. Hlug’s Introduction 
to the New ‘Testament, 2 vols. Bishop Davenant on the 
Collosians, 2 vols. Lowth’s Isaiah. 1 vol. ‘Newman’s 
Arians of the 4th Century, 1 vol. Waddington’s Church 
History 1 vol. Brown’s View of Christianity, 2 vols. Low- 
man on the Hebrew Ritual, vol. Tyder on Translation 

1 vol. Burnet’s History of his-own Times 4 vols. She ; 
pard on the Common Prayer, 3 vols. Bates on the Attsi- 
butes, 1 vol. Reid’s Essay on the Mind, 1 vol. Lord Bar- 
rington’s Theological Works, 3 vols. Dewar’s Morat 
Philosophy. 2 vols. Bos E.lipsies Greca 8vo. Lime street 
Svo. Horne’s Iutroduction, 7th Londey Edition, 

v. 8vo. 
The above are all &ne London Fiditions, 
J. WHETHAM, 
22 south Fourth street. 


THE IMPORTANCE OF FAMILY RELIGION. 


J UST published by Grigg & Elliot No. 9 North Fourth 
street, The Importance of Family Religion with a 
selection of Hymns and Prayers adapted to Ki amily Wor- 
ship, and ‘Tables for the regular readlug of the Serip- 
lures. 
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DR. HOOD’S TRUSS, 


FOR THE IMMEDIATE RELIEF AND RADICAL CURE OF 


HERNIA OR RUPTURE. 


Proprietors of this instrument hsve the satisfaction to 
announce to the medic:! profession, that this newly ine 
vented Truss and system of treatment has reeeived the appro- 
bation of the most distinguished S irgevons and Physicians ef 
this city and its vicinity; and that by this mstrument a radical 
cure of this disease, a result that had pearly been abandoned as 
hopeless, is accomplished with almost absolute certainty and 
w th perfect safety. Upwards of one hundred cases treated 
within a short time in this city and its vicinity, are known to 
be permanently cured, and the patients can now dispense with 
the use of any instrument, A success like this is uncxampled 
in the annals of Syrgery. It is now presented with confidence 
for the treatment of this disease, and as meeting every known 
indication on Correct surgical principles for its radical cure, 
After the cure by the present apparatus is effected, all instrue 
are 

This Truss, sith its appendages, ean be worn at any a 

by both sexes, without of business, 
JOHN W. HOOD, 

LEVI D. BODDER, 
HEBER CHASE. 


Gentleman are referred to the following members of the pro 

fession in this city, relative to this instrument and its clams in 

effecting radical cures, 

William Gibson, Professor of Surgery in the University of 
Pennsylvania. 

Granville Sharp Pattison, Professor of Anatomy in the Jeffer- 
ron Medical College. 

Samuel Jackson, Frofessor of the Institutes of Medicine in the 
University of Pennsylvania, - 

George MeCiellan, Professor of Surgery in the Jefferson Medi- 
cal College. 

Henry amg Secretary of the Philadelphia College of Physi- 
cians, M. D. 

Edwin A. Atlee, M. D. | 

Edwin Atlee, M. D. 

Copy of a letter trem Samuel Jackson, Professor i- 
tutes of Medicine in the University of pe Rowen ree 


Doctor Hood: 


Dear Sir :—From the uniform failure of all the trusses I have 
seen, aed of the treatment employed for hernia in procuring a 
radical cure by safe ineane, I had abandoned all expectation of 
secing this desirable object reached. I must confesa, that your 
ee and method of treating hernia, has, I believe, aceon. 
pli 


manageable, but, in the greater proportion of cases curable by 
the processes = a. 

The principle of your treatment and of the operati 
is based on the physiology of the 
the soundest in theoretical and practical surgery. 

There is nothing empirical in your proce ings er your in- 
struments, They are the application of a wel] established prin- 
ciple of our science to the production of a specific effect. Fro- 
fessional instruction, skill, and tact are necessary te attain it 
with certainty. The instruments alone, without appropriate 
management and the adaptation of their action to the individual 
acco the and other peculiarities of each 
case, wou rove of little utility, or mi i 
tention of the 

From the remarkable success that has attended . 
ment, and the cases of decided cures that have cams sae ten 
own observation, giving the sanction of fucts in support of the 
scientific yeu ae I have no hesitation in regarding your ap- 
paratus and method of treatment as established in medical sei- 
ence. With consideration and respect, truly yours, 

SAMUE <SO? 

Philadelphia, April 28th, 1835. ee 

Copy of a |. tt:r from from George McClellan, M.D 
fessor of Surgery, in Jefferson Medical College, Philadelyhia. 


Teo L. Bodder, M. D. 


Dear Sir,—In reply to your inquiry concerning certain im- 
provements upon the treatment of rent A recently brought inte 
notice by Dr. J. W. Hood, I take great pleasure. in giving you 
my favourable opinion. I have been intimately acquainted 
with him for several years, and have formed a very high esti- 
mate of his character both as a gentleman and a physician. 
The improvements which he has made in the construction of 
trusses and in the management of reducible hernia in general, 
— him on high ground before his brethren and the public 
have called him in to apply his instruments in several bad 
cases among my patients, and have had every reason to be grati- 
fied with the results, Several large and old protrusions of In- 
guinal and two cases of Femoral hernia have already been 
cured; and I have the tullest confidence that in a distressing 
ring by adhesions, under his well directed pre ° i 
best be fur your success, 
I am, your obedient servant, 
GEORGE McCLELLAN. 


ig, April 28th, 1835. 


Copy of a let rom Granville Sharp Pattison Prof. 
Anatomy in the Je Medical College, 


Dear Sir :— When I négiced in the Medical Journal of whi 

am the Editor, the remaPReble success which you have one 
the treatment of hernia, [was not aware that the Truss you 
were employing was an imptyvement on that instrument which 
your own observation and rience had induced you to 
adopt. The opportunities, however, which I have lately had of 
witnessing the progress of cases which have been placed under 
your care, have satisfied me of the very great improvement 
which you yourself introduced into that department of Surgery. 


success which attends your treatment of this disease, is, ina 
great measure to be attributed to the improvement you have 
Made in the instrument, and to the judgment and skill with 
which you regulate the pressure in each particular case. The 
Truss is an admirable one, and is certainly one, which will, in 
& great majority of cases of hernia, cure the disease, but to 
secure this favourable result, it must be em loyed by a re 

larly educated surgeon who is well ac wninted with the anatomy 
of the parts through which the different varieties of hernia 
pass, and who has had experience in the employment of the in- 
strument. Wishing you every sucevss, believe me, my dear 


Sir, yours faithfully, 
GRANVILLE 
Philadelphia, April 23d, 1835. PATS: 


Copy of a letter from Jesse W. Cook, M. D., of Russellville 
rewind a Pa., 5th month, 1835, to the Proprietors of this 


Respected Friends :—I have the pkasure of informing you 
that I have succeeded in effecting four permanent cures of 
Rupture, during the short time in which I ines been engaged 
in the practice of your Truss and its appendages. I have 
several patients, also, who will soon be able to discontinue 
their instruments, Of the cures effected, I will give yod a 
short account. 


laboured under Umbilical herma for a number of years 
is now permanently cured, in the short space of forty-eight 
application of instrument, 

-D. This was a case of Inguinal hernia, under which 
laboured from an early period ef life. He is now yey a 
years of age, and is entirely well of his rupwre. He has been 
examined by Dr. Jackson of Philadelphia, who pronounced 
him radically cured. | 
W. M., had ae from —— hernia, with its ac- 
companying evils, for two years, e now perfectly well. 
The aperture through which the bowel te 
tirely closed, and sound as the opposite side. He wore the in- 
strument but twenty-eight days, 

C. M., a female child of three years of age, who was afflicted 
with Inguinal rupture on both sides, and who suffered much 
pain m consequence thereof, has been permanently cured in 
the short period of twenty-one days, and is now doing without 
the instrument. 
I believe that the profession cannot too well appreciate the 
superiority of an instrument, which directs]its pressure in a 
manner calculated to close in upon the abdominal ring, whereby 
the internal surfaces of the hernia! sacks are brought into con- 
tact and are retained, upon a union of which a cure depends. 
Wishing you every success, with high consideration and due 
respect, I remain, your friend, 

JESSE W. COOK. 


Copy of a letter from H. M. Harlan, M.D., of Delaware co. 
Pa., to the Proprietors of this instruments, 


Gentlemen :—I have applied your patent Truss for the cure 
of hernia, in several instances with complete success, and I am 
fully convinced that with proper application, aud attention on 
the part of the patient, a cure in hernia can be effeeted with- 
out a doubt, 

1 am, Gentlemen, very respectfully, 

our obedient servant, 
M. HARLAN, 


We have in our possession a number of certificates of the first 
respectability relative to cures performed by this instrument, 
to many of which we are permitted to refer, but, believing the 
above testimony quite sufficient, we deem it unnecessary to 
publish them. 

Surgeons and Physicians of this city and its vicinity, are 
yo an invited to call and examine this instrument and its 


ap 
_From the numerous and daily calls for this instrument, from 
different sections of the United States, which the Proprietors | 

are absolutely unable to comply with, they bave determined 
to dis of States or counties to responsible persons, for the 
practice of the same, as secured to them by United States, 
rendering also every facility to insure its success, the perma- 
nent cure of this disease in the hands of the Surgeon. 

relative the above, will be freely given. 
Address Hood, Bodder & Chase. Office, No. 119 South Ninth 
street, Philadelphia. | 
Philadelphia, May 28th, 1835. 


shed this desideratum, and the disease is rendered not only — 


Indeed I have no hesitation in stating that I consider the great - 


E. H., aged forty years, a lady of the first respectability, had 
F . She 
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